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South Sudan is a country located in north-eastern Africa and is bordered by Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic. On July 2014, the 

UN Security Council declared South Sudan’s food crisis the worst in the world. After nearly 40 years 

of civil war, South Sudan officially became independent in 2011 due to the overwhelming votes to 

break away from Sudan. Subsequently, a new conflict in 2013 arose due to clashes in ethnic groups. 

This violence magnified by economic issues and drought has caused massive displacement and a 

food scarcity. Recently, in July 2016, violence broke out in Juba and killed more than 300 people and 

displaced 40,000 individuals. Approximately 2.2 million people are in a crisis of food security.  The 

fighting continues to have a detrimental effect on the entire country. Famine has already affected 

parts of the Unity State with the possibility of spreading if it isn’t stopped.  

On February 2017, the UN declared famine in parts of South Sudan due to the civil war. More than 

40% of South Sudan’s population are in dire need of food according to the UN World Food 

Programme (WFP). The main cause of this famine is due to the conflict between the Nuer people 

and the Dinka, as well as the economic problem of high food prices and low agriculture production. 

Nearly 5 million individuals are currently at risk of going hungry and another 1 million people are on 

the edge of famine. Moreover, most of the citizens of South Sudan who are malnourished are out of 

reach of humanitarian aid. 

Famine  

It is a scarcity of food spread across a population and can be caused by numerous factors such as 

conflict, government policies, or crop failure. This usually results in an increase in mortality, 

starvation, and malnutrition.  

The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) 

A political party in South Sudan that led the movement for independence and then became the 

ruling party. It was initially founded from the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) during the 

Second Sudanese Civil War. As a result of the South Sudanese Civil War (2013-2014), the SPLM 

further separated due to conflicts into the SPLM-Juba, led by President Salva Kiir, and the SPLM-in-

opposition, led by the former vice-president Riek Machar.  

The Nuer 

One of the largest tribes out of the 60 ethnic groups in South Sudan. They are composed of 27.6% of 

South Sudan’s’ population and are led by former vice-president Machar. There are similar beliefs and 

practices between the Nuer and the Dinka. 

INTRODUCTION 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
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The Dinka 

Another one of the ethnic groups in South Sudan and is composed of 38.8% of South Sudan’s’ 

population. It is led by President Kiir. 

South Sudan has a long history of conflict which has amplified the minor issue of famine. There were 

periodic civil wars in different parts of countries which were primarily due to the economic, political, 

religious and cultural marginalization of peripheries by the Khartoum government. In 1955, the first 

Sudanese civil war commenced due to tensions between the northern part of Sudan and the 

Southern part of Sudan that demanded more regional autonomy. This conflict ended in 1972 with 

the Addis Abeba agreement and a promise to the South for autonomy. In 1979, the discovery of oil 

in the south fuelled dispute as well as the implementation of the Islamic Sharia law by President 

Nimiery. In the same year, the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) was established by John 

Garang and their conflict with the central Sudanese government started the Second Sudanese Civil 

War which lasted from 1983 to 2005. In 1998 South Sudan experienced its first famine. The violence 

has prevented farmers from planting or harvesting crops which caused food shortages. The war 

ended with the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005 which resulted in the independence 

of South Sudan. However, tensions grew between the leaders of the SPLA with the increased 

responsibility of governing and resulted in the political struggle between President Kiir and former 

vice-president Machar.  

The Republic of South Sudan  

There is conflict within the country between the President Kiir and the former Vice-president 

Machar which has resulted in famine in multiple areas of South Sudan. This conflict is disrupting 

farming and approximately half of all crops in conflicted areas have been lost. Moreover, conflict in 

the South Kordofan and the Blue Nile between SPLM-North and the Sudanese government has given 

rise to the displacement of over 400,000 civilians according to the UN. Displaced people have no 

money to buy food and to make matters worse the price of the staple grain sorghum is 600% higher 

than it was in 2015.  

Sudan   

Oil revenue has contributed to the tensions between Sudan and South Sudan to which most of the 

oil is located in South Sudan and pipelines and refineries are located in Sudan. On March 2013 Sudan 

and South Sudan reached an agreement to repress the oil-related conflicts. Sudan also enforced a 

ban on humanitarian assistance for the conflict in the South Kordofan and the Blue Nile since they 

were allied with South Sudan. This ban has made it even more challenging for humanitarian 

organizations to aid the regions in famine.  

United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) 

They aided internally displaced persons during the fighting in Juba which forced 36.000 people to 

flee their homes. UNMISS have 10.140 people living in their bases and in August 2011 sent in 

peacekeepers to Jonglei state of South Sudan to support the government in peace efforts. 

Furthermore, UNMISS have overflight surveillance to provide information on the situation in 

observed areas.  

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 
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UN World Food Programme (WFP)  

WFP is combatting the issue of a reducing humanitarian access as well as a lack of funding. WFP is 

providing 1.6 million individuals affected by the conflict lifesaving emergency food assistance as well 

as non-emergency food assistance for another 1.6 million individuals.  

UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

FOA works with the South Sudan government to “improve nutrition and eradicate hunger in the 

country”. Country Programming Framework (CPF) is used to guide the FAO in supporting the 

Government of South Sudan to eradicate the famine. 

January 2011  Voting of full independence from Sudan begins with the majority voting in 

favor  

 

January 2012  South Sudan shuts down all oil production due to a conflict with Sudan on 

the issue of oil transportation fees  

 

July 2013  The President Kiir dismisses Vice President Machar and the entire cabinet  

 

December 2013  President Kiir believes that the vice-president Machar is planning a coup 

and the vice-president denies this. Consequently, Civil War breaks out and 

the vice president Machar flees the country. 

 

January 2014  Attempt at a ceasefire in which a peace agreement is signed in Addis Ababa. 

However, three days later, this agreement is violated and government 

forces attack rebel groups.  

 

August 2015 Due to threats of UN sanctions, a peace deal is signed. Vice-president 

Machar returns to South Sudan.  

 

July 2016  This peace agreement is violated as troops from the Nuer tribe and the 

Dinka start shooting each other in the streets. Thus, refuelling the war.  

 

February 2017  UN declares famine in sections of South Sudan due to the civil war which 

was followed by an economic collapse  

(S/RES/1999) Security Council (2011)  

Recommendation to the General Assembly for the Republic of South Sudan to be admitted as a 

Member of the United Nations.  

(S/RES/1996) Security Council (2011)  

Establishment of UN Mission in Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS).  

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS 
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2009 World Summit on Food Security 

Reaffirmed pledges to eradicate hunger, countries agreed to work to promote new investments in 

agriculture and to face the challenges of climate changes to food security 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) 

In January 2005, the SPLM and the government of Sudan signed a peace agreement to end second 

Sudanese civil war. It was aimed at solving the conflict over the oil revenues and this accord resulted 

in the scheduling of a referendum on Southern Sudanese independence. The CPA has led to the 

constitutional revisions such as the establishment of a Bill of Rights and fundamental freedoms. 

However, the agreement started to disintegrate as in October 2007, the SPLM accused the 

government of Sudan of violating the CPA. Subsequently, some of the terms in the CPA haven’t fully 

been implemented.  

Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (ARCSS) 

On the 17th August 2015, the agreement was signed by President Salva Kiir and former Vice 

President Riek Machar in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Here, the UN was involved in the hope of peace and 

stability to end the civil war that had broken out in December 2013 in South Sudan; President Kiir 

claimed Machar was attempting a coup against him. However, in July 2016 there was a violent 

outbreak between the different ethnic groups in Juba, thus breaking the ARCSS.   

Country Programming Framework (CPF) 2016-2017 done by the FAO 

Aimed at sustainably increasing productivity and production, increasing economic growth within 

agriculture and increasing the resilience of livelihoods to a crisis.  

Huge humanitarian assistance in 2014 

One of the humanitarian aid was the US Foreign Disaster Assistance provided $17.5 million to UN 

agencies such as WHO, FAO, and WFP. Moreover, USAID contributed $90 million to WFP’s 

protracted relief and recovery operation. These efforts helped to prevent a widespread of 

starvation. However, the violence has continued to damage markets and disrupt planting and 

harvesting, thus preventing families from retrieving food needed for survival. 

Sustaining and increasing humanitarian aid  

Cooperating with South Sudan in sending in food deliveries to areas with severe famine. Previously 

the WFP have had difficulty in distributing food supplies due to the violence. Instead of using ground 

vehicles, air drops or boats could be used seeing as South Sudan has the waterway of the River Nile. 

Moreover, developing the local food chain by sending in experts in the food industry to South Sudan.   

Investing in agricultural infrastructure  

This is crucial to raising productivity as it would increase South Sudan’s crop yields and will be a step 

towards food security. Agricultural infrastructures such as but not limited to are drip irrigation 

system, using high-yield crops, using fertilizers, lending farmers a microloan to enable them to 

purchase modern farming machinery, and improving rural infrastructure such as roads to improve 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
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access to the market. Furthermore, it is crucial to educate farmers in matters such as fertilizer use, 

less harmful pesticides, and modern farming machinery.   

Peace negotiation between South Sudan and Sudan  

Although multiple peace agreements have been made and broke, it is an imperative step to achieve 

peace and stability. Thus, the international community and the UN must bring South Sudan and 

Sudan together to decide on the Abyei region. This meeting would be mediated by UN observers and 

on the discussion of a cease-fire as well as oil production. 
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14069082  

Overview of the situation in South Sudan and has a detailed timeline of significant events.  

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/south-sudan/  

This has all the UN Security Council Resolutions on South Sudan.   

https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/south-sudan/escalating-warfare-drives-more-families-toward-

hunger  

This has statistics on the famine situation in South Sudan as well as the implications of the conflict 

on the agriculture. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/39107125  

An article about when famine in South Sudan was announced and famine being one of the 

consequences of the conflict.   
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