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The manufacturing of illegal weapons and ammunition is a hazardous issue concerning every country 
in the world. Developed or not, all nations can be harmed, as the market for illegal arms is thriving. 
Such unlicensed trade of arms is prominent in areas jeopardized by crime families, drug lords, and 
rebellious neighbourhoods. Arms have flowed from the Americas to Africa; fuelling the rates of gun-
related violence. The issue of illegal arms exists due to the presence of illegal organizations, 
dictatorships, and other powerful groups. Though there have been situations in which the use of 
these illegal arms was for a good cause, there have always been casualties - including those of 
innocent civilians. Aside from these more just uprisings, dictators and terrorist groups bear arms in 
order to oppress people and places, to increase their own illegitimate power. 

Illegal weaponry is typically perceived to be used by rebels, criminals or even dictatorships; however 
owners of such contraband can range from ordinary citizens to organizations such as the mafia. 
Developing countries tend to have significant amounts of illegal weapons, as citizens feel the need 
for protection. This can be due to increased crime rates, lack of organized police force to ensure 
safety or even a corrupt government.  The victims of illegal arms tend to be slaves as their captors 
use the weapons to terrorize the slaves. Additionally, there are also enemies of the mob, police and 
even innocent people whom are all affected using illicit arms. Yet, it has proved to be a daunting task 
to stop their production. Although there have been several small-scale operations to prevent the 
illegal manufacturing of arms, by the United Nations and governments around the world, none have 
successfully prevented the conflict; however, there have been several good concepts which may be 
re-implemented in a future solution. 

As shown, illegal manufacturing of arms fuels other sub-issues, including, but not limited to: slavery, 
organized crime, and drug trafficking. Thus, preventing it would reap many benefits; however, to 
possess the required funding is a major obstacle, along with corruption and lack of manpower, 
hindering the implementation of many programs preventing the production of illegal weaponry. 

The operations led by the United Nations (UN) regarding the illicit manufacturing of arms and 
ammunition have always contained one common and vital flaw – lack of enforcement. In the UN, 
small arms review conflict of 2006, a multitude of strong solutions were proposed; many addressed 
the issue that there were not enough laws preventing the illegal manufacturing of weaponry, as well 
as the need for a task force in order to stop the production. The resolution, named 61/89, passed 
with 153 countries voting for; yet even after the resolution passed, the rates of illegal weaponry 
rose. This may have been prevented with more manpower and funds to help implement the ideas 
portrayed in the resolution.  

Ammunition 

INTRODUCTION 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
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Any material fired, detonated or dropped by a weapon.  

Illicit 

Punishable by law/illegal. 

Manufacturing 

To produce something on a large scale, using machinery.  

Syndicate 

A group of individuals with a common interest, typically referred to in an organized crime context - 

i.e., a “crime syndicate”.  

Armament Agreement 

A treaty/agreement related to weaponry or ammunition.  

Organized Crime 

A centralized operation of criminal activity similar to a mafia.  

The use of illicit firearms has been a concerning issue in both developed and developing countries. 

There are several potential outcomes from the prevention of manufacturing of illegal weaponry 

which could affect the countries in ways good and bad. Therefore, the process of prohibiting the 

illegal production of arms has never been fully implemented. Additionally, though there have been 

procedures placed in the past, there have never been fully successful implementations due to 

several factors such as misuse of funds, corruption and lack of manpower. 

As mentioned before, though several good solutions are suggested in treaties and resolutions, not a 

lot of these ideas are thoroughly implemented. For example, in South Africa owning a firearm 

without a proper license could hold a penalty of up to 40 years in prison. However, the issue is not 

easily enforceable, as having random inspections on people’s houses easily constitutes a violation of 

their rights. A solution to this may entail attempting to eradicate unauthorised gun shops, as well as 

ensuring the salesmen is aware and takes actions to ensure that all gun owners need to have a gun 

license/permit. Secondly, another issue which could arise with implementation is the possibility of 

corruption. There have been cases where law enforcers have let non-licensed gun owners roam free 

in exchange for a bribe. This causes serious issues, as not only does it make it easier for criminals to 

roam the streets, but it also means that law enforcement officers cannot be trusted. A solution to 

this may be making more rigorous efforts to battle corruption in officers, or employing unbiased 

officers, such as the United Nations Peacekeepers. Unfortunately, according to citizens in Haiti, 

Peacekeeping soldiers have harassed, beaten, stolen and even raped women. There are serious 

issues involving even supposedly third parties, such as the Peacekeepers. Events like these certainly 

contribute to the rising number of unregistered gun owners.  

If the United Nations were to address the problem of corruption, there would still be issues 

obstructing the prevention of arms, such as financing. Though committees like the disarmament 

commission do not need to worry about funding, a project trying to stop the manufacturing of illegal 

weapons in Africa would require a large task force, weaponry for the task force, and constant 

transportation. Considering preventing the illegal manufacturing of weapons would mean dealing 

with criminal organizations, the lives of the soldiers could be put in jeopardy; leading to rightful 

hesitation on the parts of many countries. The task this committee is faced with not only entails 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE 
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coming up with viable solutions to the issue, but additionally, to implement resolutions in a way with 

as many safeguards as possible, in order to protect the interests and lives of various involved 

countries and people. 

The United States of America  

Due to recent mass shootings, there has been controversy in America over the strictness of gun 

laws. In early 2016, shortly after a school shooting, Barack Obama gave an address to the nation 

regarding the urgent matter at hand. He spoke about how he believes in the Second Amendment, 

but he also believes that there are ways to reduce gun violence and limit gun use, while staying true 

to the Constitution. Despite 42% of Americans agreeing with this, President Trump slammed Obama 

for trying to deprive Americans of their rights, and before taking office he made it clear that he 

would ensure the gun laws would benefit everybody.. There has been no decisive action taken as of 

now. Additionally, Trump has not made his stance on illicit weapons clear, and though it is currently 

illegal to own an unlicensed firearm, depending on the future decisions of President Trump, the law 

might change.  

Pakistan  

Due to the strong presence of the Taliban in several cities in Pakistan, the country’s crime rate has 

been rising. This has led to tensions in the country, as more and more citizens feel that having a 

firearm nearby could help in the case of an attack. Government officials are worried that they have 

no control, as the business of illicit arms thrives.  

Sierra Leone 

The situation in Sierra Leone is directly involved with the illicit production of arms. It has helped fuel 

traffickers and slave owners. Sierra Leone is famous for its production of diamonds. However, a 

majority of those diamonds are a result of slaves being held hostage. They are held hostage by men 

with firearms, obtained illegally, to scare and force them into working for their captors.  

Somalia 

Somalia is famous for an abundance of pirates; the country is regularly terrorized by clan militias and 

pirates overseas. The inadequate management of the firearms continues to threaten the national 

security of the country causing the government to consider monitoring weapons and ammunition 

stocks and prices in order to identify changes in security dynamics.  

Nigeria 

The flow of illegal arms in Nigeria across the border has become a destabilizing force and has fuelled 

rebellions, violent insurgencies, and even thwarted the rule of law. Nigeria has been terrorized by 

the forces of Boko Haram several times and has previously been threatened by I.S.I.S. Nigeria 

receives weapons from countries like Ivory Coast, Liberia, South Africa, Turkey and others. This gives 

the country a key role in helping apprehend small arms smugglers and possibly stop the 

manufacturing of illicit weaponry in other countries too.  

Burkina Faso 

Burkina Faso has recently been the victim of terror attacks from extremist groups such as Al-Qaeda 

and al-Mourabitoun. It is believed that more attacks are yet to come, making officials in Burkina Faso 

uneasy about the flow of illicit weaponry. François Oubida said African countries have attempted 

everything possible with their limited resources, which is why implementing a program of action 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 
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would require international cooperation. Burkina Faso had a committee to check progress on the 

flow of weaponry and an annual budget to operate it. However, due to insufficient funding the 

committee did not reach the region’s needs. Yet, this shows that Burkina Faso has knowledge on 

how to operate a program regarding illicit weaponry and has the potential to implement a successful 

strategy with the correct amount of funding.  

International Small Arms Control Standards 

The International Small Arms Control Standards, ISACS, implements several programmes within 

nations. Some of these programmes include raising awareness of the problem with illicit arms flow. 

They even sponsor talks between countries and organizations. If there was a solution for the issue 

with illegal weaponry, ISACS could help with several tasks. 

1987  Nobel peace prize winner Óscar Arias led group of fellow prize winners to 

help construct a code of conduct for trade of arms. 

 

July 2001  United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms takes place 

where issues and possible solutions regarding illicit arms are discuss. 

 

December 2006 U.N. resolution 61/89 is passed. It establishes strict parameters preventing 

“irresponsible arms transfers” and becomes the first document providing 

framework for the activity of arms trade. 

 

2012  United Nations agree to convene an Arms Trade Treaty in 2012 to 

“elaborate a legally binding instrument on the highest possible common 

international standards for the transfer of conventional arms”. 

 

2014  Arms Trade Treaty resolution is adopted in the General Assembly making 

history. Officially implemented in 2014. 

 

Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and 

Components and Ammunition, Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against 

Transnational Organized Crime; United Nations Treaty 

Suggests possible means of intervention to prevent the increase of trafficking of illicit arms and ways 

to tackle the issue of organized crime.  

Arms Trade Treaty, United Nations Treaty, December 2014 

Regulating international trade of conventional arms.  

Resolution 61/89, United Nations Resolution, December 2006 

Establishing standards for import and export of conventional arms.  

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS 
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Arms Trade Treaty, 2014 

As previously mentioned, though there have been steps taken to prevent the trafficking of illicit 

arms, there has been no significant progress in trying to resolve the situation. Of course, the 

numerous policies and treaties put into action have achieved the goal on some level; however, none 

have made a lasting impression. The most effective solution proposed was the Arms Trade Treaty of 

2014, as it ensured that there would be “no transfer of conventional arms” and assured an export 

assessment to ensure that every export of arms met certain criteria or it would not be allowed to 

leave. Such efforts from the United Nations have ensured that no large manufacturer is able to ship 

weaponry to criminal organizations. However, the U.N. did not account for the other methods of 

acquiring firearms, as well as safety precautions within major weapon manufacturing corporations. 

The International Small Arms Control Standards (ISACS) 

The International Small Arms Control Standards may not have as much power in preventing the 

manufacturing of illicit small arms, but it does influence countries and organizations in another way. 

ISACS is known to help set up programmes to help inform people about the illicit arm flow however 

there are also other measures ISACS takes which benefit countries. ISACS has been asked several 

times by the United Nations for small arms assessments in countries around the world. Additionally, 

ISACS has helped countries train officers, prevent arm proliferation, rehabilitate arm facilities, 

among other such efforts to control small arms and their usage. Workshops led by ISACS are for the 

sole purpose of depleting the number of trafficked arms and to inform countries and corporations 

about what should be done in order to prevent the exporting of illegal arms. These actions have 

helped many countries prevent the trafficking of weapons into their country. Yet, the small arms 

flow still exists. 

The involvement of the U.N. and ISACS has emphasized the different ways to approach the issue of 

illegal manufacturing and trafficking of arms. This highlights that the reason for the lack of 

improvement in the situation might be due to the lack of teamwork. If the issue was tackled from all 

perspectives, it would take significantly less time to resolve the issue. Additionally, the previous 

solutions have shown that the United Nations has not accounted for all the ways illicit arms are 

produced. This leaves the problem in a state of oblivion which requires the assistance of entire U.N. 

to help formulate and implement a new resolution, which settles all the issues with the treaties prior 

to it. 

There are several possible ways to deal with this issue. However, a combination of several different 

strategies appears to be the mostly likely to be successful in dealing with this situation. Below are 

some strategies that could be used in combination to ensure the most effective plan is in place. 

Creation of an Overviewing Panel 

As previously mentioned, though there were several ideas suggested to resolve the issue of the 

manufacturing and trafficking of illicit arms, their failure was due to the execution. Having a panel 

overlook, assess and advise the work and progress of the committee could be extremely helpful. This 

would allow a change in procedure or creation of a new agenda if necessary. In addition to this, the 

panel could settle any disputes regarding allocation of funds, hiring of manpower, etc.. 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
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UN Intervention 

The United Nations could allocate funds to certain countries requiring the most assistance, the 

countries to be decided upon by an overviewing panel. Additionally, the U.N. might forge an alliance 

with anti-terrorism groups to assemble a task force, particularly for African Nations being terrorized 

by organizations with illicit weaponry. If successful, the task force could rid the countries of the 

criminal organizations, as well as seize and recover the roots of the illicit weaponry. Additionally, the 

United Nations could recreate a resolution for the prevention of manufacturing of illicit arms 

containing ideas from past resolutions. 

Investigating Gun Establishments 

All illicit arms come from an establishment of sorts. The most effective method of preventing illicit 

arms from entering the black market is to try and find the organizations/people selling the 

weaponry. This would help in preventing further manufacturing as well as finding the buyers of the 

illicit firearms. 
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