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The origin of the issue dates back to the Zionist movement began in the early 1900s which was 
centred around the idea that Jews should have their own homeland in areas of their historical and 
religious significance. This area a territory called Palestine under British colonial rule. As Jews moved 
into Palestine, tension grew between Arabs and Jews. Post-WWII in 1947 the United Nations 
approved a plan to divide British Palestine into two separate states as a measure to ease conflict: a 
Jewish state, Israel, and an Arab state, Palestine while Jerusalem containing Holy sites of Christianity, 
Islam and Judaism remained International. The Jews accepted the plan and claimed independence in 
Israel however, the Palestinians viewed the creation of the Israeli state as a confiscation of their 
land. Hence the Arab-Israeli War took place from 1948 to 1949 which was won by the new state of 
Israel. During the war, Israel pushed well past the UN agreed borders, taking a large amount of 
Palestinian land and expelling large numbers of Palestinians from their homes. The descendants of 
those refugees today number about 7 million. 

In 1967 another war called the ‘Six Day War’ broke out between Israel and neighbouring Arab states, 
in which Israel grew to occupy all of the Palestinian territories. When the war ended, Israeli military 
remained in Palestine which sparked the formation of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) 
who fought against Israel including though acts of terrorism. Throughout all of this, Jewish 
settlements began forming in Palestinian territory (the West Bank and Gaza). Settlers moved there 
for either religious, political or financial reasons (housing was subsidised by the Israeli government). 
These settlements divided communities within Palestine and make it difficult for Palestine to ever 
establish an independent state. These settlers are considered illegal by international law. The 
growing Israeli population in Palestine led to uprisings consisting of protests, boycotts and violent 
acts to which the Israeli military responded with heavy force causing hundreds of deaths on both 
sides. An additional extremist Palestinian group called Hamas was of all illegal Israeli settlers residing 
in Israeli-occupied territories within Palestine, back to Israel formed around the same time in Gaza. 

Despite immense international efforts, violent conflict has continued between Israelis and 
Palestinians. This conflict has included terrorist attacks, military involvement and the violation of 
various human rights (right of return, freedom of movement).   

Palestine (region) 

The non-contiguous physical location in West Asia between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean 

Sea.  

Palestine (state of) 
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Palestine is recognized by the United Nations as a non-member observer state and has been granted 

the right to self-determination. Governed by the Palestine National Authority, Palestine is comprised 

of the physical locations of the West Bank and Gaza in the Middle East. 

Israel (state of) 

A Middle Eastern country bordering Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea. Israel 

is regarded as the Holy Land by Christians, Jews and Muslims. Israel is recognized as a full-member 

state by the United nations.  

Occupied territory 

A piece of land essentially controlled by belligerent armed forces without internationally legal civil 

authority over the said land and people.  

East Jerusalem 

A city located within the West bank and claimed as the capital of Palestine. East Jerusalem holds 

some of the holiest sites of Judaism, Islam and Christianity and thus is a highly disputed area.  

Jewish 

Relating to or associated with the Judaism religion. Judaism is the monotheistic religion of the Jews, 

having its ethical, ceremonial, and legal foundation in the precepts of the Old Testament 

(Dictionary.com).  

Muslim 

Relating to or associated with the Islam religion. Islam describes a monotheistic faith regarded as 

revealed through Muhammad as the Prophet of Allah (Oxford).  

Freedom of movement – the Gaza Blockade 

 The Gaza Blockade refers to a blockade put in place by Israel on the Gaza Strip in 2007. This restricts 

the movement of people and goods in and out of Palestine on land, air and sea and has been 

tightened over time. Israel has limited the import of construction materials and types of foods which 

has in turn limited infrastructure capacity and access to food. In addition to the Gaza blockade, 

movement of Palestinians in the West Bank has also been controlled by Israel through the 

construction of walls/fences some within Israeli settlements, and the implementation of illegal 

checkpoints and roadblocks. At said checkpoints Palestinians have been subjected to harassment 

and unjust punishment. 

Forced evictions and demolitions of houses 

Israeli authorities have committed mass demolitions and forced evictions of Palestinians since 2001 

for the purpose of constructing internationally illegal settlements. The large amounts of displaced 

Palestinians has caused a huge increase in the number of refugees with 1,218 Palestinians losing 

their homes in 2016 alone.  

Terrorist attacks 

Various Palestinian political groups have been labelled terrorist organizations based on violent 

political actions. These groups include, the Hamas and the Palestine Liberation Organization in 

addition to others. The terrorist attacks committed have included missile firings, bombings, 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE 
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shootings, car attacks and stabbings. Israel’s response to Palestinian terrorism has been through 

military driven violent attacks which have overall had a large death toll than the attacks of terrorists.  

Missiles fired into Israeli Territories 

A specific repeated act of terrorism has been the firing of missiles from the Gaza Strip into Israel by 

Hamas which threaten the lives of Israeli citizens. The missile ranges reach almost the entirety of 

Israel and since Israel’s withdrawal from the Gaza Strip in 2005 over 11,000 rockets have been fired 

into Israel (IDFonline). However, the numbers have been decreasing over the years.  

Rights of Arabs living with Israeli citizenship 

Arab-Israeli citizens are discriminated against in Israel as a result of political tensions. More than 35 

laws exist in Israel to discriminate against Palestinians who are Israeli citizens (NY Times). The scope 

of these laws ranges from where Arabs can enter Israel to where they are permitted to live.  

Palestinian refugees – right of return 

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War displaced about 750,000 Palestinians, a number that continued to grow 

and today there are over 7 million Palestinian refugees globally (AFSC). Even now as a result of 

house demolitions and forced evictions, that population grows. According the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, the right of return enables people to return to and re-enter their country of origin. 

Israel has prevented Palestinians from practicing that right as a measure to maintain a Jewish 

majority in Israel. This is a violation of international law.  

Hamas  

A Palestinian Sunni-Islamic organization, named the “Islamic Resistance Movement”. The Hamas is 

the largest of several Palestinian militant Islamist groups (BBC). It has been named a terrorist group 

by Israel, the United States, and other world powers. The organization originated in 1987 as an 

uprising against Israeli settlement in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Hamas is involved in 

Palestinian political negotiations as it is the elected government unit of the Gaza Strip since 2005.  

The Arab League  

The Arab League is a regional organization founded in 1945, consisting of 22 member states in the 

Middle East and North Africa. It has worked towards a peaceful resolution between Palestine and 

Israel. Palestine is a member of the Arab League.  

The United States of America 

The US is a key political and economic ally to Israel. It has been one of the leading nations to 

encourage, facilitate, and arbitrate cease-fire accords between Israelis and Palestinians (Admin).  

Palestine National Authority 

Otherwise referred to as the Palestine Authority, the Palestine National Authority is the interim self-

government body of Gaza and the West Bank. Established in 1994 following the 1993 Oslo Accords.  

1917 Balfour Declaration. British promise the Jews a national homeland in the 

area that was British Palestine. 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 
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1936 - 1939  Arab uprising in Palestine against British colonial rule that led Jews into 

Palestinian territory. 

1947  United Nations Partition Plan. The dividing of British Palestine to form two 

separate states: a Jewish state, Israel, and an Arab state, Palestine while 

Jerusalem containing Holy sites of Christianity, Islam and Judaism remained 

International. 

 

1948 - 1949  Arab-Israeli War. The Arab-Israeli War broke out as a result of Arab 

rejection of the UN Partition Plan. Israel won this war and in the process 

pushed past the UN designated borders into the West bank and Gaza. 

June 1967  Six Day War. Israel grew to occupy all of the Palestinian territories including 

the Gaza strip, West Bank and the Old City of Jerusalem. 

 

1978 Camp David Accords 

 

1987 - 1993  First Intifada. Palestinian uprisings consisting of protests, boycotts and 

violent acts to which the Israeli military responded with heavy force causing 

hundreds of deaths on both sides. 

 

1993  Oslo Accords 

  

2000 Camp David Summit. 

 

September 2008 – 

January 2009 

Gaza War. A three-day violent war between Israel and Palestine on the Gaza 

Strip resulting in more than 1500 Palestinian deaths and 13 Israeli deaths. 

November 2012 Palestine becomes a non-member observer state (United Nations General 

Assembly resolution 67/19.  

July – August 2014 Violent outbreaks between Israel and Palestine leave 2143 Palestinians 

dead, 11,000 wounded and 100,000 homeless. 64 Israeli soldiers and 6 

Israeli civilians were killed. 

September 2015 Israeli raid outside of al-Aqsa mosque. 

October 2015 Multiple violent incidents take place including 817 protests, 75 terrorist 

attacks against Israelis, 337 petrol bomb throwing occurrences, and 851 

stone-throwing incidents. A total of 68 Palestinians were killed, 8262 injured 

and 10 Israelis killed. 
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79 United Nations resolutions have been adopted since the founding of the UN directly related to the 

Israel-Palestine conflict.  

Assistance to Palestinian Refugees: United Nations General Assembly 

Resolutions: 212  (1948), 302 (1949), 393 (1950), 513, 614 (1952), 720 

(1953), 818 (1954), 916 (1955), 33/147  (1978), 34/133 (1979), 35/111 

(1980), 36/70 (1981), 37/134 (1982), 38/145 (1983), 39/224  (1984), 

40/170 (1985), 41/181 (1986), 42/166 (1987), 43/178 (1988) 

(UNdocuments). 

Have called for financial and humanitarian aid for Palestinian refugees 

forced from their homes in the multiple conflicts. 

(A/RES/181) Partition of Palestine: United Nations Resolution 181 

(1947)  

This resolution divided British Palestine into two separate states as a 

measure to ease conflict: a Jewish state, Israel, and an Arab state, 

Palestine while Jerusalem containing Holy sites of Christianity, Islam 

and Judaism remained International as shown in Figure 1.  

United Nations General Assembly resolution 67/19, (2012) 

Established Palestine as a non-member observer state within the 

United Nations.  

Oslo Accords 1993 

An agreement brokered by Norway that got both Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organization 

to agree to a two-state solution that would guarantee peace and stability for Israeli and Palestinian 

people. This had an initial period of movement towards its goals however the assassination of the 

Israeli prime minister by a right-wing extremist created setbacks in the Israeli commitment that were 

difficult to overcome. 

Camp David Accords 1978 

An agreement brokered by US President Jimmy Carter between Israel and Egypt that provided for 

peaceful relations on both sides in exchange for US security and other aid. 

Camp David Summit 2000 

Prior to the end of US President Bill Clinton’s term, he convened a summit between Israeli and 

Palestinian leaders to attempt to revitalise the two-state solution. A detailed agreement was 

negotiated but at the last-minute PLO leader Yasser Arafat could not accept the terms. 

The Roadmap for Peace 

A plan that was never implemented created by the United States, the European Union, Russia and 

the UN to establish an independent state for Palestine. 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS 

Figure 1: The UN Borders of Israel 
and Palestine based on the 1947 

Partition Plan (Wikipedia) 
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Israeli-Palestinian talks 2007-2009 

 This involved negotiations between Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli 

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. The negotiations included topics of national security, territories, 

banking, the endorsement of the Arab Peace Initiative by the Arab League, in addition to others. The 

Gaza War from 27 December 2008 to 18 January 2009, prevented these negotiations from yielding 

any effective results.  

Deportation of all illegal Israeli settlers residing in Israeli-occupied territories within Palestine, 

back to Israel 

Israeli occupied territories within the Gaza Strip and the West Bank have been deemed illegal under 

international law and have been the source of much violent conflict and violation of human rights. 

Establish an agreement regarding East Jerusalem 

Shared administration and rights for all people living and traveling in the designated area. East 

Jerusalem holds holy sites of Christianity, Islam and Judaism. 

A formal two state solution agreed by both sides 

An Israeli state recognized by Palestine with rights for non-Jews living in Israel. Palestine would 

agree to recognize Israel’s right to exist indefinitely. Both sides would agree to mutual peace and 

security. 
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