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The issue of peace agreements in general is tricky: the majority of conflicts occur because there is no 
common ground to be found, or it is simply impossible for the belligerents to cede anything to the 
other based on personal feelings and emotions. Russia’s recent invasion of Ukraine, the whole of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and countless more modern (and historical) disputes demonstrate the 
challenging road to peace. A perfect, current example, however, is the conflict in South Sudan. The 
country has been embroiled in civil wars for a number of years, for most of the 20th century being 
part of the larger country of Sudan. It won sovereignty from Sudan in 2011, but since then has 
become further entrenched in violence and ethnic tensions - South Sudan is now in the midst of its 
own civil war. 

Peace Treaty 

Also known as a “peace agreement” or a “peace accord”, a peace treaty refers to a 

document/agreement that marks the official end to a state of war between belligerent parties. 

Peace treaties are generally the result of peace talks, and almost invariably require some sort of 

third party to facilitate them and ensure the fairness of the treaty.  

Ceasefire 

A temporary truce between two warring parties, generally intended to provide a time when armies 

can recuperate, and the leaders of each belligerent group are able to attempt peace talks with one 

another. 

Rule of Law 

A Rule of Law indicates that a country is built upon and led by upon a set of fair, comprehensive laws 

with the best interest of the people in mind, rather than whichever current government’s own 

whims and ideologies.  

South Sudan has been embroiled in war for the past forty-odd years. The beginning of the conflict 

was a response to ethnic tensions between ethnic Arabs of North Sudan, and the black African 

ethnicities of South Sudan. Rebel groups in the south began emerging, which was cause for the 

violent unrest up until 2011, when South Sudan won its independence from Sudan. In 2011, more 

ethnic clashes begin to surface - these, however, are between the Dinka and Nuer tribes. Violent 

outbursts between the two begin to escalate, until the beginning of the current civil war in 2013. 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE 

INTRODUCTION 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
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Up until this point, tensions had been intensifying between the current Dinka president, Salva Kiir, 

and his former Nuer vice president, Riek Machar, due to varying opinions on running their political 

party and new country. It all boiled over when parts of the South Sudanese armed forces began 

killing Nuer soldiers and civilians. Kiir had accused Nuer of attempting to stage a coup d'etat, along 

with ten other cabinet members, and dismissed them. 

Over the past four years, many attempts - both internal and by third parties - have been made at 

culling the violence and unrest. Machar was even reinstated as vice president for a few months, but 

then retreated into exile as he fled the country. Various experts on the issue have warned of the 

conflict devolving into a bloody genocide, and countries have taken measures to attempt to prevent 

this; South Africa, notably, is allowing Machar refuge within their borders. The international 

community has been maintaining involvement in South Sudan’s affairs, desperately trying to stave 

off a situation similar to Rwanda’s, twenty years ago. 

The United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS)  

UNMISS is the United Nations’ (UN) peacekeeping mission in South Sudan. UNMISS has been in the 

country since 2011, and runs on a yearly-renewable mandate. Peacekeeping forces have a broad 

allowance to use force if determined necessary by the troops. Their headquarters are located in the 

capital city of Juba, South Sudan.  

Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM)  

The SPLM was begun 1983, as the political party of rebellious Sudanese forces fighting to become 

South Sudan. The SPLM is led by President Kiir, and is the ruling party of South Sudan. Kiir and his 

former vice president Riek Machar both had differing ideologies on how to run the SPLM, which 

initiated the divide between them, and largely affected the ensuing civil war.  

South Sudan Defence Forces (SSDF) 

Previously the “Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA)”. These are the armed forces of South 

Sudan, and were initially the rebellious belligerents in the Sudanese civil wars prior to South Sudan’s 

independence. Now, they are aligned with the SPLM.  

Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement - in opposition (SPLM-IO) 

The SPLM-IO is the rebel group started by Riek Machar, “in opposition” to the SPLM. The group was 

formed in response to attacks on Nuer soldiers and civilians by the majority-Dinka SSDF, as well as 

the political differences between Machar and Kiir.  

1956  Sudan is made independent from the joint rule of the United Kingdom and 

Egypt. 

 

1962 - 1972  The first civil war lasts a decade, beginning when the separatist group 

Anyanya emerges in the South. It is ended by a stalemate, achieved by the 

first peace agreement held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The Sudanese 

government allows the rebels, and thus, what will come to be known as 

South Sudan, some level of autonomy. 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 
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1983  South Sudan’s autonomy is taken away by then-president Jaafar Numeiri, 

and the SPLM initiates fighting, sparking the second civil war. 2005 - The 

Machakos Protocol is agreed upon and signed by the Sudanese government 

and the SPLM, and entails a halt to the fighting, as well as allowing the 

SPLM and their supporters to seek sovereignty of their own state. 

 

2011  South Sudan gains independence, but ethnic struggles and clashes begin to 

emerge, notably in the Jonglei state, in the East of South Sudan. UNMISS is 

also formed in July of this year. 

 

2013  Civil war begins for the third time, but this time, the belligerents are all 

Southern Sudanese. The conflict begins when former vice-president, Riek 

Machar, who was dismissed by president Salva Kiir, is accused by the 

president of conspiring to overthrow him, and Machar leads a rebellion in 

response to the Nuer killings. 

 

2014 Several peace talks and ceasefires are attempted, but none of them last 

through the ongoing violence. 

 

2016  UN human rights commission makes claims of an ethnic cleansing occurring 

in various parts of South Sudan. UN peacekeepers continue their attempts 

at controlling the conflict, and countries like Japan, who have previously 

had firm anti-force policies unless in a life-threatening situation, are 

beginning to issue mandates to, “use force if necessary” in order to 

maintain the conflict. 

 

2017  UN claims that the civil war and economic collapse that accompanied it 

have caused a famine in parts of the country. It is declared as a “man-made” 

famine. In May, the president launches a unilateral ceasefire. A temporary 

cessation of hostilities has been maintained since then, however 

tentatively. 

  

 United Nations Resolution 65/308 (2011) 

A resolution passed by the General Assembly that admits South Sudan as a member of the United 

Nations. This resolution is crucial in the following years of the conflict and understanding them - as a 

member state of the UN, South Sudan is not only held to a certain set of documents and 

conventions, but is also granted various alliances and guarantees of intervention in the case of 

(certain types of) conflict.  

Referendum on the independence of South Sudan (2011) 

Allowed South Sudan its sovereignty, and the country’s government was finally legitimized; the same 

government that would go on to tear itself apart, taking the country along with it. 

United Nations Resolution 1996 (2011)  

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS 
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This resolution established the UNMISS, calling for peacekeepers to be deployed to South Sudan. 

Over the years, there have been regular resolutions to extend the length of stay in the country, as 

Resolution 1996 only required the UN mission’s presence for an initial time of one year. 

Security Council Resolution 2132 (2013) 

Increased the strength of the UNMISS, including troop and police size, as well as allotted resources.  

Security Council Resolution 2206 (2015) 

The resolution adopted in 2015 by the UN Security Council is the first of many imposing travel bans 

and asset freezes - the sanctions in Resolution 2206 have been continuously reaffirmed and 

extended by new resolutions, the latest one being in late May of 2017 (Resolution 2353). 

United Nations Resolution S-26 (2016) 

A resolution regarding human rights in South Sudan. The resolution arose from a Human Rights 

Council session, and it, “[condemns] the ongoing violations and abuses of human rights and 

violations of international humanitarian law,” as stated by the UN report on it. This resolution, and 

other resolutions of its kind (which may be found on the UN website, if desired), are what make the 

decision to accept South Sudan as a member state important. Without this, it is unlikely so much UN 

presence in the country would exist. 

There are various other resolutions that may be of interest. These may be found in the “UN 

Documents for South Sudan” page of the Security Council Report organization website. 

Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan, 2015 

The 2015 peace deal was signed by Salva Kiir on the 27th of August, while Riek Machar signed it a 

week prior. This deal marked the end of the twenty month long conflict between the South 

Sudanese government and the rebels, which fell alarmingly along ethnic lines. State leaders of 

Kenya, Uganda, and Ethiopia facilitated the discussions which led to this signing in Addis Ababa. The 

peace deal fell apart, however, due to many generals’ decision not to accept the agreement. 

Improving the Rule of Law 

South Sudan already has an established constitution and a set of laws, as well as a clearly structured 

judiciary system. However, as a result of the ongoing civil war, the unhappiness with either needs to 

clearly be addressed. The only way for a peace agreement to be reached between President Kiir and 

the SSDF and the SPLM-IO, led by Machar, is for them to create - or at least, agree on - a set of laws 

and their government’s structure together. Without this, the conflict will be never ending. A 

ceasefire, while the two parties’ leaders negotiate peace talks in a safe location facilitated by the UN, 

should be in place, and a decision must be made on the disciplinary action facing anyone to break it. 

Demilitarization of the Country 

This is the most glaring solution and necessity - Juba and its surrounding cities/regions must be 

demilitarized if South Sudan ever hopes to achieve peace. However, this has already been attempted 

in the 2015 peace deal, and has clearly had troubles continuing. Safeguards must be put in place in 

order to ensure the success of demilitarization, and may build upon those from the 2015 deal. 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
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Determining New Leadership 

 The rebellion was launched due to the difference in political ideologies and ideas of how to run the 

SPLM between President Kiir and then-Vice President, Machar. Not to mention, the (would-be) 

SPLM-IO response to the then-SPLA’s killing of Nuer soldiers and civilians. The division between the 

forces and people of South Sudan have largely been due to ethnic loyalties - Nuer generals loyal to 

Machar followed him, as did their forces, and vice-versa with the Dinka SSDF. During the process of 

peace talk negotiations, some sort of a verdict must be reached on what the leadership of South 

Sudan will entail. Both Machar and Kiir - and, their respective forces/ethnic groups - will want to 

have control of the country, but their leadership contributed to the civil war. In order to prevent 

such bloodbaths in the future, some sort of checks and balances must be implemented, and perhaps 

some sort of committee to oversee and be involved in their ruling for a period of time. 
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