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Somalia currently symbolizes what it means to be a failed state. To elaborate, following the 
overthrow of President Siad Barre’s military regime in 1991, the country has been in a total state of 
anarchy. Since the conflict erupted in 1991, an estimated 500,000 people have been killed. In 
addition to this, the conflict has displaced around one million people. Many Somali citizens are 
facing famine, sexual violence, abuse, and many other humanitarian issues. The main root of this 
conflict dates back to when Mohamed Siad Barre lead the coup d’etat and forcefully acquired power 
after the murder of President Sharmarke. 

The civil war ignited when Mohamed Siad Barre stated that he would agree to a multi-party 
parliamentary election and cancelled it soon afterwards. The labeled ‘Dictator’ was accused of 
human rights abuses. Political events are not the only causes of this war. Expanding on this, tribalism 
is a component of the Somali Civil War. Various Somali clans are engaged in in warfare with one 
another because they share different ideologies as well as wanting to control the most territory. The 
economy is also a very serious aspect of the Somali Civil War. “The scarcity of Somalia’s resources is 
one of the driving forces of the conflict, as different groups compete for these limited resources” 
(Historpedia). 

There appears to be little hope for this country as multiple resolutions have been established with 
the intent of aiding Somalia except the observable progress is miniscule. Furthermore, there are still 
multiple ways to aid Somalia in its battle for peace and proposed solutions can aim to tackle the 
issues within Somalia on a political, social, and economic level.  

Civil War 

A war fought between citizens of the same nation.  

Famine 

An extreme shortage and lack of food. 

Failed State 

The state in which a government has lost control of its country and people due to a failing political 

and/or economic system.  

Internally Displaced Persons 

An individual/group of people that have fled their homes but reside within the countries borders.  

Casualties 
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A person who has been killed.  

War Lords 

An individual who holds the status of a military leader and has seized total power in a section of a 

country (usually within a warlike nation).  

Refugee 

 An individual who flees to a foreign country. 

Humanitarian Aid 

“Humanitarian aid is material or logistical assistance provided for humanitarian purposes, typically in 

response to humanitarian crises including natural disasters and manmade disaster. The primary 

objective of humanitarian aid is to save lives, alleviate suffering, and maintain human dignity.” 

(Wikipedia) 

Mohamed Siad Barre’s regime was threatened by a surge of pressure from local clans after the 

Somalis lost the Ogaden War in 1978. Following this incident was a failed military coup that occurred 

in April, 1978. The event caused the formation of two opposition groups which were the Somali 

National Movement (SNM) and the Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF). The SNM drew its 

support from the Isaaq clan of the northern regions of Somalia whereas the SSDF gathered it support 

from the Majeerteen clan of the Mudug region in central Somalia. These two groups engaged in 

guerrilla operations from their bases in Ethiopia. With this increasing pressure from these two 

groups, Siad was encouraged to improve relations with both Kenya and Ethiopia. 

Due to the improving relations between Siad and Ethiopia, the SNM’s bases were threatened. Since 

this was the case, the SNM engaged in conflict with surrounding government forces. These attacks 

left ghost towns in the hands of government forces. Mohamed Siad Barre was now to focused on 

staying alive and took strong hold over Mogadishu. “Clan-based guerrilla opposition groups 

multiplied rapidly, following the example of the SSDF and SNM.” (Britannica). Siad eventually had to 

seek refuge among his supporters after the Hawiye-based United Somali Congress (USC) overthrew 

Siad in January 1991. This sudden state of anarchy allowed access to military equipment for multiple 

clans outside of Mogadishu. Somalia lacked any proper form of government at this time excluding 

the SSDF-controlled northeast region. The SNM declared in May 1991, that the northern region of 

Somalia would thrive independently and be known as the Republic of Somaliland. 

This was not the end of the conflict. Back in Mogadishu, the appointment of a provisional USC 

government triggered conflict between rival Hawiye clans. “The forces of the two rival warlords, 

Gen. Maxamed Farax Caydiid (Muhammad Farah Aydid) of the Somali National Alliance (SNA) and 

Cali Mahdi Maxamed (Ali Mahdi Muhammad) of the Somali Salvation Alliance (SSA), tore the capital 

apart and battled with Siad’s regrouped clan militia, the Somali National Front, for control of the 

southern coast and hinterland.” (Britannica) Famine was spread because this war devastated the 

grain-producing areas in southern Somalia. Militias had total control over food and were often 

known for individuals/organizations that attempted to distribute relief food. In December 1992, a 

multinational intervention which was led by the United States sent 35,000 troops into Somalia. This 

internal force pressed a sudden need for peace between warring clans and allowed for supplies to 

be distributed through famine-stricken areas. 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE 
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15 major Somali clans signed disarmament and peace treaties in Ethiopia. This peace effort was 

conducted in January and March of 1993 except by June, peace plans failed and the situation 

returned to its chaotic state. In March 1994, the European and American troops were withdrawn 

from Somalia as they were suffering an unacceptable amount of casualties. Clan tensions remained 

unresolved and the UN now had fewer troops which were mainly sent from less-developed 

countries. As time went by, the UN troops that remained in Somalia were evacuated and the 

disputing between clan factions continued, especially between the SSA and the SNA. 

In 1998, the SSDF gained total control over 

the northeast region of Somalia and labeled 

it as Puntland. The clan faction stated that 

it intends to govern itself except Puntland 

did not claim its region as independent 

from Somalia like the Republic of 

Somaliland did. Puntland wanted to remain 

part of the country and intended to reunite 

the country as a federal republic. 

Since then, there have been multiple 

attempts at peace that have been 

conducted by various organizations that 

aim to settle the situation in Somalia. In 

June 2006, the Islamic Courts Union (ICU) 

took control over Mogadishu after 

overpowering the surrounding warlords 

and their militias. After their victory, the 

ICU renovated its organizational structure 

and declared themselves as the new and 

reformed, Supreme Islamic Courts Council 

(SICC). SICC challenged the leadership and 

rule of the Transitional Federal Government 

(TFG) who were introduced into Somalia by 

the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) in 2004. Ethiopia sent their troops into 

Somalia in order to defend the TFG and this action was supported by the international community as 

the international community recognized the TFG to be the legitimate government of Somalia. In 

January of 2007, SICC was forced to evacuate out of Mogadishu due to the cooperation between the 

Ethiopian and Somali troops against SICC. The SICC disintegrated but in their place came al-Shabaab. 

The survival of al-Shabaab allowed the group to “mount a campaign of guerrilla attacks that 

continued for several years.” (Britannica). Clans disputing as well as the rise of al-Shabaab continued 

to become an even greater problem as al-Shabaab began engaging in acts of piracy off the coast of 

Somalia. 

On August 20, 2012, the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) was established. The establishment of 

the FGS happened directly after the ending of the interim mandate of the TFG. 

On September 10, 2012, Hassan Sheikh Mohamud was elected as the President of Somalia. Al-

Shabaab continued to pose a threat to the city of Mogadishu and by the end of President 

Mohamud's term, he stated that due to security risks, the next elections could not happen in 2016. 

As Mohamud’s presidency carried on, the satisfaction levels of his people dropped. In August 2015, 

they dropped to the extent that there was a motion of impeachment against President Mohamud 

which was brought up by members of the Somali Federal Parliament. “The impeachment motion 
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was later dropped in lieu of resolving the discord via dialogue which had been encouraged by the 

international community.” (Britannica). 

On the 8th of February, 2017, the former prime minister, Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed was 

elected as president when he took a strong lead lead over previous president, Hassan Sheikh 

Mohamud and another candidate. Even though there was a lot of allegations that this election 

involved a lot of corruption and bribery, the end result was considered a step forward in the process 

for this war struck nation.  

Ethiopia  

Ethiopia has been alert regarding the situation in Somalia. Since Ethiopia shares such a large border 

Somalia, the country itself cannot risk allowing the chaos to intensify. Ethiopia plays a big role in the 

history of Somali such as when it fought for the TFG against SICC in order to regain Mogadishu. In 

addition to this, in 2006, Ethiopia engaged in the ‘War in Somalia’. The War in Somalia lasted from 

2006 to 2009. Furthermore, the combatants were the Somali Islamist umbrella group and the ICU 

against the TFG, troops from Puntland, and Ethiopian troops. Ethiopia will continue to play a large 

role in this conflict due to the borders it shares with this neighboring war torn country.  

Kenya  

On October 16th 2011, Kenya sent approximately 2000 troops into Somalia. Kenya felt threatened 

and violated by the ongoing attacks conducted by the militant group, al- Shabaab. Kenya invaded 

Somalia with the intent of securing the eastern border between Somalia and Kenya as well as 

creating a safeguard in Somalia. Since then, Kenya has continued to fight against the al-Shabaab 

militia. Terrorist attacks such as the ‘Westgate shooting’ have left Kenya with no other choice than 

to engage in combat with this terrorist group who are a direct result of the anarchy within Somalia.  

United Nations 

Since the early 1990’s, the United Nations has been heavily involved in Somalia and conducted 

multiple operations within the war-torn country. These operations range from the UNOSOM 

operations to the UNITAF mission. The United Nations has continuously been in full support of 

rebuilding and assisting the Somali Government. The United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia 

(UNSOM) is the current organization focusing on Somalia and over the years, with the help of the 

United Nations, the peace process in Somalia has progressed, creating hope for Somalia's future.  

AMISOM (February 2007 – Present) 

The African Union Mission in Somalia is a present peacekeeping mission that is being conducted by 

the African Union after approval from the UN. Its objective is to support the governmental 

structures, assist in the training of Somali security forces, create a secure environment for the 

distribution of humanitarian aid, and implement a national security plan. AMISOM is also involved in 

supporting the FGS forces in their fight against the terrorist group, al-Shabaab.  

1991  President Siad Barre is forced to evacuate Mogadishu after it is taken over 

by disputing clan militias. A power struggle starts between Muhammad 

Farah Aydid and Ali Mahdi Mohamed (who are both warlords). Due to this 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 
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struggle, a large amount of Somali civilians are injured and/or killed. Ali 

Mahdi Mohamed claims that his clan will be independent from Somalia and 

self govern themselves. He states that he will be the President of the 

Republic. 

 

1992  The conflict has taken a big toll on Somalia and there is an estimated 

350,000 casualties due to reasons such as disease and starvation. Graphic 

images of the situation in Somalia reach the United States causing the 

public to pressure the U.S president to take action. Emergency supplies 

containing food and mediation are sent to Somalia by the orders of George 

H.W. Bush. Following this incident, the UN Security council initiated a 

mission called “Operation Restore Hope” which was organized with the 

intention of aiding the starving Somalis by protecting food shipments from 

the warlords. 

 

1993  A Somali militia group shoots down two U.S. helicopters. This ended in the 

death of 18 casualties on the American side as well as one Malaysian 

soldier. This attack triggered a heated battle and many Somali civilians were 

killed/wounded. 

 

1994  “The U.S. formally ends the mission to Somalia, which has cost $1.7 billion 

dollars and left 43 U.S. soldiers dead and another 153 wounded.” (Annabel 

Lee Hogg) 

 

1999  Ethiopia invades Somalia and captures the regional capital of Garbe Haree 

with the intent of suppressing the conflict between clan factions. 

 

2001 The UN stated that it will be evacuating its people from Somalia due to the 

extreme security risks, kidnapping attempts, and war conditions. 

 

2002  The United States believed that Al-Qaeda fighters were seeking refuge in 

Somalia and are therefore going to increase military operations in the 

country.  

 

2003  A provisional government for Somalia is established in Kenya in hopes of 

combatting the current state of anarchy in the war torn country. This has 

been the 4th attempt of establishing a legitimate government since the 

1991 coup. 

  

2005 Violence emerges upon the return of the new transitional government. Clan 

factions are still engaged in conflict and food shipments are now being 

hijacked off the Somali coast by rebel forces. Food aid programs are now 

suspended, including the UN’s World Food Program (WFP). 

 

2006 Conflict erupts in Mogadishu between warring militias, resulting in multiple 

injuries and casualties. The Islamic Courts Union who are rivals to the 

Transitional Federal Government are able to seize control of the southern 

regions of Somalia as well as Mogadishu from the U.S.-backed warlords. 

Ethiopia, in full support of the Transitional Federal Government, reengages 
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in Somalia by sending troops to fight the Islamic Government. The conflict 

sends thousands of Somalis into Kenya in order to escape any further 

chance of experiencing the drought, fighting, and famine. 

 

2007 The Transitional Federal Government is able to regain control of 

Mogadishu. U.S. conducted air strikes assassinate the leader of the al-

Shabaab group, Aden Hashi Ayro. In addition to this, a six-month African 

Union peacekeeping mission is approved by the UN Security Council. Lastly, 

the amount of Somali refuges suprasses one million. AMISOM is 

established. 

 

2008 Ship hijacking became a regular event on the coasts of Somalia and in 

attempt to combat this issue, the UN Security Council approved another 

sending of other countries’ warships into the territorial waters of Somalia. 

In Mogadishu, the head of the UNDP Program in Somalia is killed by 

gunmen. Terrorist attacks became more frequent in popular parts of the 

country and it is estimated that 3.5 million Somalis are suffering from 

famine and war. 

 

2012 The FGS is established. The establishment of the FGS happened directly 

after the ending of the interim mandate of the TFG. Additionally, Hassan 

Sheikh Mohamud is elected as President. 

 

2017 Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed is elected as President. 

 

Extension of the Mandate for UNSOM: Resolution 2332, July 2015 

The Security Council extended UNSOM until May 30th, 2016 after agreeing with the UN Secretary 

General that the conditions in Somalia are still too chaotic for any peacekeeping missions until the 

end of the year, at earliest. (https://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11982.doc.htm)  

Report of the Secretary General on Somalia: May 9th, 2017 

In this report, the UN Secretary General debriefs the current situation in Somalia. The overall 

significance of this report is that the Secretary General analyzes Somalia's political, social, and 

economic state. (http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCt F9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3- 

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2017_408.pdf)  

Renewing Authorization for International Naval Forces to Combat Piracy off Somali Coast: 

Resolution 2316, November 2016  

The Security Council is urging international forces to assist in the battle against piracy off the Somali 

Coast by providing naval forces. Even though the threat of piracy has declined, the Security Council 

still feels that piracy is a big concern and should continue to be addressed. 

(https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12582.doc.htm)  

Resolution 794, December 3rd, 1992 

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11982.doc.htm
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCt
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12582.doc.htm
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The Security Council was gravely alarmed by the situation in Somalia and as a result, created UNITAF. 

The resolution also highlighted the current situation of Somalia at the time. 

(http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un- 

documents/document/Chap%20VII%20SRES%20794.php) 

Assistance to Somalia in the Field of Human Rights: October 2nd, 2015 

This resolution highlights Somalia's low regards for human rights and looks at ways to approach the 

pressing issue. (http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3- 

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/a_hrc_res_30_20.pdf) 

Resolution 814, March 26th, 1993 

The Security Council was still extremely disturbed and concerned regarding Somalia's war torn state 

and decided to implement a new operation which was called UNOSOM II and took the place of 

UNITAF. (http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/814) 

UNOSOM I (April 1992 - March 1993) 

In 1992, the United Nations Operation in Somalia I (UNOSOM I) was established with the objective of 

protecting supplies, equipment, United Nations personnel, and escorting humanitarian supplies to 

and from their destinations. In 1992, after further deterioration of the situation in Somalia, UNITAF 

was established. UNOSOM I collaborated with UNITAF in order to ensure that humanitarian 

assistance was delivered and that populated areas were secured. 

UNITAF (December 5th, 1992 - May 4th,1993) 

The United Taskforce was a United Nations sanctioned unit that composed of multinational forces 

(primarily American) which operated in Somalia between December 5th, 1992 and May 4th, 1993. 

This force was US-led and it was charged with carrying out the the aims of UN Security Council 

Resolution 794. The overall objective of this force was to protect humanitarian operations which 

were being carried out in the southern half of Somalia. Taking into consideration that UNITAF prime 

objective was to protect humanitarian aid operations, the mission was conside. There was transfer 

of power from UNITAF into UNOSOM II after the adoption of Resolution 814. This transition into 

UNOSOM II changed the mandate of UNITAF which introduced nation-building as a responsibility. 

The establishment of UNOSOM II on March 26, 1993, ended the operations of UNITAF and UNITAF 

was formally closed down on May 4, 1993. 

UNOSOM II (March 1993 until March 1995) 

After the UNOSOM I mission was labeled as ineffectual and the UNITAF force was disbanded, the 

UNOSOM II operation was created. This operation carried on from the progress achieved by UNITAF 

and continued with the objective of creating a secure environment for humanitarian operations. The 

Security Council revised UNOSOM II’s objectives and prohibited the use of threatening/forceful 

methods. The UNOSOM II operation ended on March, 1995. 

Politics and Security 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/814


Research Report | Page 8 of 9 

Johannesburg Model United Nation 2017 
Security Council 

   

• Creating events/meetings within Somalia that encouraged peace talks and cooperation 

between clan factions and the Somali Government. 

• Increasing the security across the borders of Somalia could drastically reduce the amount of 

terrorist attacks in other countries, conducted by groups like al- Shabaab. Kenya and 

Ethiopia have already taken action but further assistance to these nations would provide 

security for the countries around Somalia. 

• Piracy is still a present issue and as naval forces along the Somali coast increase, the threats 

posed by these pirates will decrease. 

• Military aid to the internationally recognized Government of Somalia would strengthen the 

Somali military and reduce the threat of any outside force. 

Food 

• Famine is still an extreme issue in Somalia as hundreds of thousands suffer from hunger and 

malnutrition. Developing missions/operations that aim to tackle famine in Somalia and work 

alongside the current operations created by the UN could be what the country needs. 
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