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Africa's land is the source of livelihood for its people. Land can be used for a variety of agricultural, 
recreational, residential, commercial, and transport purposes. The reality though, is that land and 
the resources it provides, are limited. If misused or mismanaged, the land may not be able to 
provide for human needs. Sustainable land management is the technologies and practices that 
intend to incorporate the management of biodiversity, water, land, and resources to meet the needs 
of people. Sustainable land management also aims to ensure the long-term sustainability of 
ecosystem services and livelihood. 

Africa is a continent that is rich in resources. The continent itself has a lot of potential for future 
success and prosperity due to the vast areas of land that are untouched. A large problem in Africa, 
and more specifically, African countries that are having to cope and adjust to climate change, is that 
they are mismanaging and incorrectly approaching the way the utilize their land. Poor land 
management leads to land degradation and not only negatively impacts the lives of the people in the 
affected country, but the economy as well. Land degradation can be linked to land ownership, 
population characteristics, poverty, low literacy, low technological capacity, and lastly, inappropriate 
land management practices. 

Green Belt Land 

An area of land kept for open space. It is often implemented in and around major cities, such as 

Seoul, Korea, to minimize urban sprawl and maintain some level of biodiversity in a particular region. 

Although buildings are generally not allowed in Green Belt areas, due to their very nature, 

institutions for agricultural production or sanitation are.  

Biodiversity 

Diversity of any organisms and living things in an area. The biodiversity of a region often goes hand 

in hand with the quality of its ecosystem, which must be maintained through environmentally 

friendly projects encouraging sustainable land management. 

Genetically Modified Organism (GMO) Seeds 

Any kind of seed that has been somehow genetically engineered for various reasons; to survive in 

soil low in nutrients, in drought-like climate, or in other conditions not conducive to healthy plant 

growth; to be more nutritious and higher in energy for areas with low levels of crop production and 

high levels of human hunger; and, indeed, to look and taste better in order to increase sales and 

profits for farmers and corporations. GMOs often contain DNA from another organism, whether it is 

merely another strain of the same crop, or a completely different type.  

INTRODUCTION 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
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Responsibly utilizing the resources the African continent has to offer is an issue that has been 

constantly debated amongst NGOs and the various leaders of African Nations. One of the largest 

setbacks to discovering how to manage land efficiently, while also maintaining the health of the 

surrounding ecosystems and environments, has been the enormity of the continent. African nations 

are often viewed as very similar to one another, due to various reasons; a history of colonization, 

similar economies, and many cultural similarities, among others. However, the climate and 

geography of one nation or region can be vastly different to those of another. Thus, it has proven 

difficult to issue a broad plan of action that aids all of the states in need of it, while also tailoring this 

plan to each country it must be used in. However, it has not proven to be impossible. 

NGOs, partnered with the governments of many African countries, have been able to work at a 

grassroots level to implement different types of farming that would maximize production and 

profits. Most notably, TerrAfrica, a partnership program, worked with various NGOs through its 

Strategic Investment Program for Sustainable Land Management in sub-Saharan Africa (SIP). Over 

the course of five years, from 2010 to 2015, SIP (which had an investment of $150 million from 

TerrAfrica, and $800 million from co-financiers) was able to benefit 4.8 million people through 36 

projects held in 26 countries. The large-scale project was a success, but serious improvements and 

initiatives must be made if this commission wishes to reach a number closer to the 1.3 billion people 

that inhabit the continent (more specifically, about a 27083% increase to the beneficiaries). 

Although ensuring environmentally friendly methods of farming and resource extraction are 

employed is inherently a part of sustainable land management, a better job must be done. However, 

it cannot take precedence over people's survival as maintaining the quality of land, air, and water is 

vital to the lives of future generations in Africa and around the world. 

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)  

As the Environment Commission, the UNEP is crucial to making steps to prevent land degradation 

while also maintaining the livelihoods and careers of people in impoverished areas. The UNEP strives 

to encourage people to protect their environments through a variety of different methods, such as 

suggesting a lowered consumption (and produce themselves, in this case) less goods that are 

harmful to the earth when mass produced, such as meat, poultry, or fish. Although far from 

mandating everyone to be vegetarians - especially people with limited access to many sources of 

nutrition - it is important to keep goals such as these in mind when coming up with resolutions to 

the issue. One facet of a solution may be, for example, to encourage growing certain types of 

vegetables that are hardier and require less pesticides.  

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)  

The FAO is a UN organization centered around achieving food security in all areas of the world, and 

making food easily accessible. They are based upon three pillars, “the eradication of hunger, food 

insecurity and malnutrition; the elimination of poverty and the driving forward of economic and 

social progress for all; and, the sustainable management and utilization of natural resources, 

including land, water, air, climate and genetic resources for the benefit of present and future 

generations”.  

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 
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The UNDP works - as its name suggests - in the development of impoverished localities and 

countries. Their main goal is to increase the opportunities available to the groups least included in 

the economy; whether at a regional, state, or even global level. Specifically related to this issue, the 

15th goal of the Sustainable Development Goals that the UNDP strives to achieve revolves around 

conserving ecosystems, preventing land degradation, and aiding people that live of the depleting 

resources in learning methods of protecting it and earning a living for themselves.  

NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa's Development) 

NEPAD, like the UNDP, works in various areas to reduce poverty – in both rural and urban areas – 

but with a focus in Africa. The Agency is an implementer of the African Union, and is partnered with 

various global NGOs and African nations’ governments.  

Countries 

Land degradation and unsustainable management of it is an issue spread across the continent - 

there is no one region where it is isolated. However, it may be made a priority to aid countries with 

severely low GDPs and high rates of starvation; such as Somalia or Zimbabwe. The only way of 

maintaining - or, indeed, initiating - a positive flow of cash in the state is by ensuring the land is 

healthy and clean; as are the surrounding bodies of water and air.  

1977  The Green Belt Movement, which has planted over 51 million trees in 

Kenya, was founded in 1977 by Professor Wangari Maathai. The Green Belt 

Movement works both nationally and internationally in order to build 

climate resilience and promote environmental conservation. 

 

2000  In September of 2000, world leaders came together and founded goals that 

aimed at combatting disease, illiteracy, hunger, poverty, discrimination, and 

environmental degradation. The United Nations Millennium Development 

Goals consisted of 8 goals. The 7th goal of the 8 goals was ‘Ensuring 

Environmental Sustainability’ and one of the targets from that specific goal 

was to “Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country 

policies and programs and reverse the loss of environmental resources”. 

(MillenniumProject) 

 

2005  Terrafrica (a multi-partner platform) is created with the aim of increasing 

the number of the financing and mainstreaming of sustainable land 

management approaches. 

 

2007  The African Development Bank (ADB) established the African Fertiliser 

Financing Mechanism. This supported the distribution of fertilizers and 

offered millions in donations to produce. The end goal was to promote 

economic growth. 

 

The Great Green Wall Initiative is established with the objective of 

increasing forestation within their targeted areas. 

 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 
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Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries 

Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa - Resolution #: 

A/RES/71/229 - December 21, 2016 

This resolution was adopted on the 21st of December, 2016. The resolution contains sections in 

which it urges member nations to aid countries in promoting sustainable land management practices 

through financial and scientific assistance.  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/229 

Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries 

Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa - Resolution #: 

A/RES/71/229 - December 21, 2016 

This resolution was adopted on the 21st of December, 2016. The resolution contains sections in 

which it urges member nations to aid countries in promoting sustainable land management practices 

through financial and scientific assistance.  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/229 

Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries 

Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa - Resolution #: 

A/RES/67/211 - March 15, 2013 

This resolution was adopted on the 15th of March, 2013. This resolution contains a section in which 

it emphasizes the need for sustainable land and sustainable forestry management. This resolution 

also welcomes the “organization of the second Scientific Conference of the United Nations 

Convention to Combat Desertification, on the theme “Economic assessment of desertification, 

sustainable land management and resilience of arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas””. 

(A/RES/67/211).  

http://www.preventionweb.net/files/resolutions/N1249126.pdf  

Consideration of best practices: accessibility of information on best practices - Committee for the 

Review of the Implementation of the Convention - Document #: ICCD/CRIC(11)/13/Add.1 - April 8, 

2013 

This paper was documented on the 8th of April, 2013. The report discusses plans for sustainable land 

management practices. The resolution also looks at certain organization and groups that have 

expressed interest in assisting with sustainable land management practices.  

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/606/73/PDF/G1360673.pdf?OpenElem ent  

GEF Africa Sustainable Forestry Fund 

This project focuses on the utilization of Africa's forests for energy. The Global Environment Fund 

(GEF) saw potential in Africa due to the continents increasing demand for electricity. The project will 

involve electricity or heat production through utilizing the wood waste which is put off into big 

amounts during the processing of the round logs into square lumber. The fund will be running for 

about 12 to 16 years and will focus on having between six and eight investments in five African 

countries. This fund has already begun operating in forests in South Africa, Ghana, and Tanzania. The 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS 

http://www.preventionweb.net/files/resolutions/N1249126.pdf
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Tanzania project has shown to be the largest one as it involves the management of 8,000 hectares of 

teak as well as 20,000 hectares of conservation land. 

Restoring Degraded Forests 

The African Development Bank (AfDB) came together with the Climate Investment Funds’ Forest 

Investment Program (CIF FIP) and signed A $24-million loan agreement with Form Ghana Ltd. This 

loan will fund an operation that looks at an innovative approach for restoring degraded forests. 

SIP 

The TerrAfrica program, as mentioned previously, is one of the largest programs to involve aiding 

land degradation in African Nations. This project worked from the ground up, using funds from 

various NGOs to give to farmers and inhabitants of various depleted lands directly - whether in the 

form of new technology or farming/herding methods, among other things. 

Create areas of focus 

Focusing on regions at a time, instead of attempting to apply large-scale solutions, would greatly 

improve the efficiency and managing of eco-friendly farming/resource extraction techniques. By 

creating a committee to oversee the projects, more “quality control”, so to speak, would be 

maintained throughout whatever tools or systems of production are being implemented. 

Additionally, solutions may be tailored to more specific areas of need, instead of a blanket program 

that may be needed in some areas of the continent, but not at all. 

Implement cycles of planting 

For farmers, instead of using harmful pesticides and constantly overworking the land of its natural 

nutrients, they might be taught to plant different seeds in cycles - for example, planting maize/corn 

one year, and the next planting soy beans, which replenish the nutrients sucked up by the corn 

plants. Thus, not only would farmers constantly have healthy crops, but they would do so without 

spending income on expensive, dangerous pesticides, herbicides, and artificial methods of filling the 

various crops with nutrients. 

Education 

It is imperative that farmers as well as people involved in managing land/forests are informed on 

how to do so. Education regarding this topic is the first step towards being able to sustainably 

manage the land. The harsh reality is that in many African countries, especially those who suffer 

from climate related events, are unable to cope. If organizations come together and invest in the 

education of farmers and land workers, then the it would benefit the livelihood of the community as 

well as the economy of the country, due to the fact that the workers are now informed on how to 

handle and deal with certain environmental situations. 

GMOs 

Although certainly controversial, GMOs have been successful in some respects. Whether or not they 

are a viable solution would make for very interesting debate - especially between European 

countries that have strict guidelines imposed upon the usage of them, and the African nations’, 

whose usage of them is increasing rapidly. 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
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