








Here are just a few examples of the skills and strategies students will develop as they solve
word problems in grade one.

Kindergarten Mathematics Grade Two Mathematics

» Represent addition and » Solve one- and two-step

subtraction with objects, fingers, word problems by adding or
mental images, drawings, sounds subtracting numbers up
(such as claps), acting out through 100

situations, verbal explanations,
expressions, or equations

« Solve word problems by adding
or subtracting numbers up
through 10 using objects and
drawings

Examples of Grade l + ‘b ) :
unnies sat on the grass. Some more bunnies
One Word Problems e hopped over. Then there were 14 bunnies.
Addition How many bunnies hopped over?
— 14 bunnies were sitting on the grass. Some bunnies
. hopped away. Then there were 5 bunnies. How
Subtraction many bunnies hopped away?
. Lucy has 12 apples. Julie has 9 apples. How many
Comparison | more apples does Lucy have than Julie?
~ Your child will use Lucy
pictures and diagrams
to show additionand | Juie || NN 3
subtraction and to ,
Lucy has three more apples than Julie.
compare amounts.

Julie has three fewer apples than Lucy.
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Helping your child )
learn outside of school

1. Look for everyday opportunities to have your child do mathematics.
For example, if you open a carton of eggs and take out seven, ask,
“How many are left in the carton?”

2. Play math games with your child. For example, “I'm thinking of a
number. When | add five to it, | get 1. What is the number?”

3. Encourage your child to read and write numbers in different ways. For
example, what are some ways that you can make the number 157 15
can be 10+5, 7+8, 20-5, or 5+5+5.

4. Have your child create story problems to represent addition,
subtraction, and comparisons. For example, “/ have seven pennies. My
brother has five pennies. How many pennies does he need to have
the same number as | have? He needs two more pennies.”

5. Encourage your child to stick with it whenever a problem seems
difficult. This will help your child see that everyone can learn math.

6. Praise your child when he or she makes an effort and share in
the excitement when he or she solves a problem or understands
something for the first time.
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