
 

 

 

GRADE 3  
MATHEMATICS UNIT 5 

Fractions 

 
UNIT SUMMARY 
 
In this unit students will learn more about fractions and how to use them in their everyday life. At the start 
of the unit the children will develop a better understanding of how fractions show parts of a whole. They 
will learn how to write fractions and know what the numerator and denominator represent. Once student 
know what a fraction represents the children will create examples of fractions through the use of 
manipulatives, pictures and number lines. While working with fractions the children will be able to 
compare fractions and explain which fractions are bigger, smaller or equivalent. We use fractions in many 
ways. The students will use what they are learning about fractions to solve real world problems. These 
questions help the children apply their knowledge and demonstrate their understanding of concepts 
taught in this unit. 
  

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS (EU) / ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS (EQ) 
 
EU:  
 
Fractions are numbers. 
Fractions are equal parts of a whole number 
Fractions can be put on a number line 
Fractions can be equivalent or equal when they are the same size, or the same point on a number line 

 
EQ:  
What is a fraction? 
How does my knowledge of multiplication and division help me understand fractions? 

  
I CAN STATEMENTS 

● Explain that a fraction represents a parts to whole relationship  
● Represent fractions on a number line. 
● Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare fractions by reasoning about 

their size. 
● Recognize and generate simple equivalent fractions. 
● Explain why fractions are equivalent, e.g., by using a visual fraction model. 
● Express whole numbers as fractions, and recognizing fractions that are equivalent to whole 

numbers 
● Compare two fractions with the same numerator or the same denominator by reasoning about 

their size. 
● Recognize that fraction comparisons are valid only when the two fractions refer to the same 

whole. 
● Partition shapes into parts with equal areas. Expressing the area of each part as a unit fraction 

of the whole. 


