
 

 

 

 

GRADE 4  
Math Unit 2  

Length, Weight and Capacity 
 
UNIT SUMMARY: 
 
In this unit, students review place value concepts while building fluency with decomposing, or converting 
from larger to smaller units. They learn the relative sizes of measurement units, building off prior 
knowledge of grams and kilograms from Grade 3 and meters and centimetres from Grade 2. Conversions 
between the units are recorded in a two-column table. Single-step problems involving addition and 
subtraction of metric units provide an opportunity to practice mental math calculations as well as the 
addition and subtraction algorithms established in Unit 1. Students reason by choosing to convert 
between mixed and single units before or after the computation.  
  
Applying the skills learned in Unit 1, students discover and explore the relationship between place value 
and conversions. The beauty of both the place value and measurement systems is the efficiency and 
precision permitted by the use of different size units to express a given quantity. As students solve word 
problems by adding and subtracting metric units, their ability to reason in parts and wholes is taken to the 
next level. This is important preparation for multi-digit operations and for manipulating fractional units in 
future modules. Tape diagrams and number lines serve as models throughout the module to support the 
application of the standard algorithm to word problems. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 
 

- Standard units provide common language for communication of accurate measurements. 
- Objects have distinct attributes that can be measured and used to describe their size. 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
 

- How is the language of mathematics used to communicate? 
- Why is it important to be accurate when describing the size of an object? 

 

I CAN STATEMENTS: 
 

- I can convert units of length, mass and capacity  
- I can convert units of time 

- I can use a formula to solve problems involving perimeter.  

- I can use a formula to solve problems involving area. 

- I can use numbers, words and pictures to model with math and show my thinking.  

- I can use what I know about the four operations and measurement to solve problems.  

 


