
Pretoria Parents Association (PA) Meeting Minutes 

September 11, 2019 

AISJ Pretoria Campus - Parents' Room 

Attendees:  

PA officers -  Stephanie Sexton, Sevda Teske, Sabera Mosley, Elizabeth Chervenak, Rochelle Hennessy, 

Desi Haydter, Geoff Cooper, Kia Philips 

Other parents -about 15 more parents, including Kate Dooley, the education liaison between US Embassy 

Pretoria and AISJ. 

Staff--Dr. Amy Parish, Pamela Goodman, our new enrolment manager. 

Highlighted areas are calls for volunteers, major votes/decisions, or urgent needs! 

The meeting started at 12:00 

Stephanie (president)  

Parents Night Out was a big success and a great turn out! Thank you to all who joined. 

PA needs new ideas and feedback from the community! Should we consider to alternate monthly PA 

meeting time between the usual Wed noon and evening time to allow working parents to attend? 

Need ideas for workshops for parents! There will be a workshop by Miss Clark on conflict resolution and 

friendship, and another one is being planned on a topic of TCK, but it would be great to have parents or 

some experts from outside to come and conduct a workshop on a topic of interest to parents. Share your 

ideas, interesting topics or offer to lead a workshop with PA or school office and we will channel it to Dr. 

Amy.  

Disposable water bottles are no longer sold or used at our campus, there will be some paper cups in the 

parent room during the movie night, but everyone is encouraged to bring their reusable water bottle. 

We are still recruiting room parents, EC Miss Heidi’s class need at least one room parent, it’s always 

teamwork, not a sole responsibility of the room parent for the class they are serving, room parents work as 

a team for the whole grade level. 

Coming up: Room Parents’ Coffee meeting on Sep 17 at 8 am at the Parents Room. Newly recruited ES 

Room parents coordinators will introduce themselves and go over the roles and responsibilities of room 

parents. 

 

Pamela Goodman (enrolment manager) 

Working on getting feedback from the community, especially new families but returning ones as well, about 

the start of the school year activities and information flow. It can be overwhelming for the new families and 

may be difficult to differentiate what communications are of higher priority.  



Parents are welcome to give feedback by sending an email to admissions@aisj-jhb.com 

Pamela is going to be meeting with Dr. Amy weekly and will try to attend our PA meetings as well. 

 

Sevda (secretary) 

Working with the communications team in Joburg, Tamara, and Kristen, to update the PA page on the 

Finalsite, is requesting posters and some promotional materials for the PA such as posters introducing all 

PA officers to the school community. 

Notes from the PA meetings are always posted on the final site as well, but some parents requested to 

receive a copy of the notes by email, so the link to the page or PDF copy of the notes may be shared via 

Dr. Amy’s weekly update. 

 

Elizabeth (events coordinator) 

Aladdin movie will be shown during the annual movie night on Sep 13 at 6.30. Fun event, free entrance, 

popcorn is on PA! Hot dogs, drinks, cotton candy for sale. MS holds a bake sale to benefit MS STUCO 

funds for the upcoming ice cream social. Parents to sign up via sign up genius link shared by email and 

WhatsApp to volunteer during the event. 

Elizabeth requested a few coolers to be loaned to PA for the night, for soft drinks’ sale. 

All parents are to supervise their children; it is the responsibility of each parent. Dr. Amy will be there in 

case someone needs help or first aid. 

Boo in the Boot is on Nov 1, if you want to know more about this fun and one of the most favorite PA 

events, feel free to ask any of the PA officers or email PA at Pretoria-PA@aisj-jhb.com 

 

Dr. Amy (Principal) 

Thanked all MS parents for allowing middle school students to go on a CWW trip and they had a wonderful 

time and good experience! 

Update on the new extension: the construction work is going well, wiring and installing the audio equipment 

had to wait until flooring was done, which was delayed because of recent strikes. But the building is getting 

ready to be open soon, hopefully in October but no exact date yet, stay tuned!   

For parents’ information, our safety advisor is Theo; we will be getting SMS and safety updates. Because 

our school has a large diplomatic presence from US Embassy, UN and many other diplomatic and 

international organizations, AISJ is constantly monitoring the security situation and is always up to date. 

We may invite Theo to one of our PA meetings to share more information about safety awareness.  
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Kia (welcome coordinator) 

Has been working with new families. Three new families just joined, new parents are being connected to 

room parents via email, room parents will also be informed about new families via Whats app. 

 

Desi Haydter (SL coordinator) 

The upcoming Service Learning event is the SL Action Day, October 5 

Five teachers volunteered to lead workshops on that day. Desi will work on a sign-up genius to get help 

from parents. Still looking for parents interested in leading a workshop, maybe woodwork or other similar 

skills will be helpful and appreciated! 

Last year there was a project of making “buddy benches” which was made by one of the teachers and 

students later painted them. May ask the same teacher to help again. 

The Action Day’s is a kick-off for the service learning mission, community service, and community building.  

We will have a new partner school coming and participating in the SL AD, AISJ school buses will transport 

the guest students. Mercy refugee house and Meetse will also participate as in previous years. 

SL team is working on improving our partnerships and making them more accessible and more "visible" to 

the AISJ community. AISJ is continuing to support already established SL partners, one of them was 

introduced to us last year, the Silversig Old Peoples’ Home, grade 1 classes visited and worked with them 

last year.  

If interested to know more about our SL program and to get involved, please contact Desi Hayder at 

desislava22@yahoo.com or via the school office. 

Geoff (MS coordinators) 

Our MS STUCO coordinators this year are Miss Cassie Habeck and Miss Susana Fairly.  

MS STUCO had their first meeting. 

Upcoming 1st MS social of the year, the Ice Cream social is planned for Sep 27. 

Geoff will work on the flyer and sign up genius and parents will receive an email from Mrs. Habeck or miss 

Susana with details and permission slip. 

MS will host a bake sale during the movie night to benefit the MS socials. 

Update from Dr. Amy,  Stephanie, and Brenda on the upcoming International Day on October 11. 

It is one of the two entire school-wide events when two campuses come together, and all staff and students 

from Pretoria campus are bussed to the main campus in Joburg. Country reps (ambassadors) are being 

finalized, school will be sending more information, and every student will sign up with the country they 

choose to represent and parents will be asked to support their country’s food table by sending goodies or 

monetary donations. For more information, contact Brenda Tevalan at Brendatev@hotmail.com 
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Rochelle (treasurer) 

Lots of changes will be happening in the treasury department of PA, Rochelle has been meeting with Dr. 

Amy, Stephanie, Joburg team and business office working on the budget and presented a budget proposal 

for this year. 

PA voted on the proposal with a 100% approval. 

There is no need for a big fundraiser if we manage funds well throughout the year. 

PA is looking at sponsoring ES activities, possibly by giving a set amount to each grade level. 

PA will sponsor the ES promotion event for the grade 5 moving to middle school; it will be organized 

through room parents for gr. 5 

For MS events such as socials, haunted house during Boo in the Boot, etc, PA funds will provide 

supplemental funding to fill the gaps. There are at least two bake sales a year hosted by MS which benefits 

fun social events; one of them involves some rental play equipment and inflatables, which requires 

additional funding. 

Promotion event for grade 8 going to high school can also get supplemental funding from PA.  

The school has a budget for the promotion parties for both grades5 and 8, but if we want it to be a bit 

fancier and more special, room parents and MS coordinators are welcome to work with PA to receive 

additional funds. 

PA will also try to reduce the entry cost to such PA events as Boo in the Boot and Family Fun Day to make 

them accessible to all AISJ families. 

Rochelle will be working with ES and MS coordinators to get a better picture of the supplemental budget 

needed for the planned events. 

Other areas where PA is willing to increase support are staff appreciation day; PA will try to make it more 

special this year to thank all the teachers and support staff. There may be a committee arranged for this 

initiative. If interested to help, contact PA or Rochelle at rjhennessy@icloud.com 

New ES Room Parent coordinators were just recruited. 

Elizabeth Chervenak has been helping to organize the room parents and get the ball rolling meanwhile. 

She will work with the new ES coordinators and help them to take over this important position! 

End of meeting 13:10 
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