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Although most civil wars since World War II may have been officially stated as resolved on 
the political level, however, the communities in these post-conflict zones are still deprived 
of their needs and their wanted opportunities. As civil wars and political wars are often long 
and brutal they impose a potential harm for society as they hinder the growth and 
development of the country. Thus, despite many of these communities having received 
independence, they are still suffering from the aftermath of its civil or political war.  
 
As stated in the foreword of the United Nations Geneva Policy report in June 2009 
“Rebuilding a shattered society takes far more than bricks and mortar” and if the state of 
these post-conflict areas are not improved for long periods of time civilian unrest will likely 
arise again as the country is unable to recover its peace and stability. Particularly in regions 
that experienced large political turmoil, such as South Sudan and Somalia, government 
expenditure are often diverted away from economic services and are invested instead into 
the military which further hinders the potential economic and social development of the 
country. It is essential therefore that the international community addresses these needs as 
well as the post-conflict recovery needed for the rebuilding of these societies riven by 
conflict. 
 

 
Civil War   

- War between citizens of the same country. 
 
GDP (Gross Domestic Product)  

- Monetary value of the total goods and services produced within a country’s borders 
in a specific time period, otherwise also known as the measurement of a nation’s 
overall economic activity. It includes both private and public consumption within the 
country as well as its government expenditures, investments and net exports 
(Investopedia). 

 
HDI (Human Development Index) 

INTRODUCTION  

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS   
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- Tool developed by the UN to measure and rank countries’ levels of economic and 
social development based on the following four criteria (Investopedia): 

o Life expectancy at birth 
o Mean years of school 
o Expected years of schooling 
o Gross National Income (GNI) per capita  

UNDP. The HDI—three Dimensions and Four Indicators. Digital image.UN.org. UNDP, Nov. 2010. Web. 8 May 
2016. <http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/270/hdr_2010_en_complete_reprint.pdf>. 

 
Post-Conflict zones 

- Refers to countries or areas/states in a country where political unrest such as civil 
wars, a war or any other form of organized violence had taken place and which have 
been officially terminated. 

 
Post-Conflict recovery 

- Actions taken in order to restore and improve the development of a war-shattered 
country with the aim of consolidating the peace, security as well as the fulfilment of 
a sustainable social and economic development of that country/state. 

Peacebuilding 
-  All the multifaceted efforts to support and strengthen peace between or within 

states as well as to prevent relapse into conflict. Often comes hand in hand with 
post-conflict development. 

 

 
As mentioned before the economic and political consequences for areas that were involved 
in violent conflict can be enormous and detrimental in its recovery and future development. 
Unfortunately, most of the civil wars or political wars of today often occur in low-income 
countries where their economy is either stagnant or still in the process of developing. In 
fact, during the period of the conflict what often happens is that “typical conflict reduces 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE  
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GDP relative to counterfactual by around 15% by the end of the conflict” (Ohiorhenuan) as 
economic activities within the country are hindered by the outbreak of war, including, 
potential trading partners either pulling out or reducing business deals within the conflicted 
state. In addition government expenditure also increases at this time in order to cover the 
costs of war which can then often leave the country in deficit in the long run. Thus, the post 
conflict economic decline these countries experience is sometimes much lower than their 
pre-war economic level.  
 
In the collaboration report South Sudan: The Cost of War by Frontier Economics, CECORE 
and CPDS, the relationship between the country’s state of peace and its economic growth 
(GDP) can be further depicted by this graph of the projected path of South Sudan’s future 
economic growth under various possible scenarios: 

Projected Growth Path 2015 - 2035. Digital image. Frontier-economics. Frontier Economics/ CECORE / CPDS, 
Jan. 2015. Web. 8 May 2016. <http://www.frontier-economics.com/documents/2015/01/south-sudan-cost-
war.pdf>. 
 
From the projection it can be inferred that should the conflict within the country continue 
to be prolong or increase in the years following 2014 it is likely that real GDP growth will 
increase at a much slow rate than the rapidity of the potential GDP growth shown when the 
country is under peace. For more specificity of what each scenario entails this is the link to 
the online version of the report:  
http://www.frontier-economics.com/documents/2015/01/south-sudan-cost-war.pdf 
 
 
Major factors that further deteriorate the issue include: 
- Lack of strong principled governance after war 

http://www.frontier-economics.com/documents/2015/01/south-sudan-cost-war.pdf
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Instability in the government sector, particularly when internal conflict still exist among 
parties and members, can lead to a dysfunctional or repressive system of governing. Failed 
states and distorted economic and political incentives often result from this which can 
further hinder the human development and economy of the country as disputes and issues 
within the country cannot be resolved efficiently through peaceful means.  
 
- Economic inequality still prevails in post-conflict society  
Extreme and widespread poverty within the country is aggravated by impact of war which 
will likely encourage another rise in civilian unrest and renewed violence. According to the 
UNDP 2010 Human Development Report it is likely that by reducing the inequality within 
the country - whether it be a social or economic imbalance among citizens – this will lead to 
a significantly improvement on the country’s human development and thus upon its HDI. 
This relationship is further represented by the following graphs taken from the report: 

 
HDRO. More Human Development Is Associated with Less Inequality. Digital image. Human Development Reports. UNDP, 
2010. Web. 8 May 2016. <http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/270/hdr_2010_en_complete_reprint.pdf>. 
 
These graphs show that countries with small percentage inequality in areas such as 
education, health and income tend to have a higher HDI than those with large percentage of 
inequality in these areas.  
 
- Increase in internal population displacement and emigration during and after war 
People tend to move to areas where there are a higher job opportunities and social benefits 
which will likely lead to the problem of brain-drain. Brain-drain is the emigration of highly 
trained or qualified people which in the long run can lead to an increase in unemployment 
within the country as more and more potential workers and entrepreneurs leave the 
country. 
 
 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED  
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- African Union (AU) 

With the occurrence of major conflicts such as the South Sudan Civil War, the Somali 

Civil War and various other wars on the Africa continent the AU plays a major role in 

the addressing the post-conflict development of these countries, particularly on the 

consolidation of peace agreements as well as the implementation of sustainable 

post-conflict reconstruction and peacebuilding efforts for the country’s 

regeneration. This union consists of 54 countries in Africa with the exception of 

Morocco. 

 

- Republic of Colombia 

Since the early 1950s the country has experienced almost a 50 year prolonged 

internal armed conflict between the government and several guerrilla groups, 

notably the left wing paramilitaries Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), 

the National Liberation Army (ELN) and the right-wing guerrilla group the United 

Self-Defence Forces of Colombia (AUC). Although military activity has ceased in 

recent years with the addition of a potential peace consensus between the 

government and the FARC, Colombia continues to be a cause of concern in terms of 

its human development as the war shows record of about 7.6 million registered 

victims where more than 6 million people have been uprooted and displaced. 

 

- International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

IMF is an international body consisting of 44 countries with the primary aim of 

ensuring a stabile international monetary system so that smooth transactions 

between countries and between their citizens can occur. This means there is a focus 

on the exchange rates as well as on international payments between countries as 

well as citizens. The Fund also promotes global economic stability which involves 

aiding countries in the implementation of valid policies, particularly on areas such as 

surveillance, technical assistance and lending. 

 

- International Rescue Committee (IRC) 

This is a nongovernmental organization that provides refugees and displaced 

persons in areas across the globe with emergency aid, humanitarian aid relief, and 

long-term development assistance. This includes areas that have experienced violent 

wars or civil conflicts as well as areas stricken by natural disasters. It has worked in 

more than 40 countries in the world as well as 22 cities in the U.S and has supported 

and implanted various social, economic and governance programs to aid these areas. 

 

- Federal Republic of Somalia 

Since the overthrow of President Siad Barre and the collapse of his military regime in 

1991, Somalia has experienced almost 20 years of anarchy as the country 

experienced an ongoing civil war. In the years following the overthrow Somalia has 

experienced various UN and U.S interventions as the country’s human development 
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worsened thus leading to the launching of multiple peacekeeping operations into 

the country to provide assistance for the Somali people. Although a new government 

was put into force in 2012 and which has been supported and recognized by the 

international community, Somalia continues to face the challenge of maintaining 

stability as the country now faces rebels of Al-Qaeda-aligned Al-Shabab. 

 

- United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

Working in nearly 170 countries across the world UNDP is one of the leading global 

development programmes for transformational change and aims for eradication of 

poverty. The agency focuses on 3 key areas of development: “sustainable 

development, democratic governance and peacebuilding, climate and disaster 

resilience” (UNDP). In addition, it has played a key role in the post-conflict 

reconstruction of countries such as South Sudan, Somali and Colombia.   

 

- United States of America (U.S) 

The U.S is one of the major contributors in the support of stabilization and 

reconstruction of states emerging from conflict. In accordance with U.S foreign 

policy the country aims to promote well-governed states, to prevent and avoid 

future conflicts within the country from erupting again and to alleviate the human 

suffering from war.  

 
- World Bank 

This is an international organization that provides financial and technical assistance 

for developing countries across the globe. This includes the contributions made in 

the recovery of post-conflicted countries through various ways such as providing 

low-interest credits, grants and trusts funds or investing in areas of health, 

education, infrastructure and financial development of the private sector of those 

countries. The World Bank is made up of 2 key institutions with 189 members in the 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and 173 member 

countries for the International Development Association (IDA).  

 

 
 
1945 
 
 
1948 
 
 
 
1948 - 1951 
 

 
World War II (WWII) ends and Cold War starts between the U.S 
and the Soviet Union  
 
Assassination of Jorge Eliecer Gaitan, leader of Colombian 
Liberal Party, which later stirred the massive riots in Bogota. 
 
 
Implementation of the Marshal Plan otherwise known as the 
European Recovery Program, which involved the U.S and 15 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS  
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1949 -1958 
 
 
 
 
1955 - 1972 
 
 
 
1985 - 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
2005 
 
2007 
 
 
2011 
 

other nations providing financial assistance to Western Europe 
in its economic recovery after WWII. 
 
Known as the period of La Violencia, the Colombian partisan 
civil war which occurred during this time can be marked as the 
beginning of Colombia’s 50 year-long internal armed conflict.   
 
 
First Civil War breaks loose in Sudan as rebels in the south, 
notably separatist Anya Nya, demand greater autonomy for 
southern Sudan from the central Sudanese government 
 
Conflict arises again between Central Sudanese Government 
and Sudan People’s Liberation Army, mainly over natural 
resources after oil was discovered in Unity State in southern 
Sudan (1978) 
 
 
UN establishes the Peacebuilding Commission  
 
UN Security Council authorizes the AU to carry out 
peacekeeping mission AMISOM in Somalia. 
 
South Sudan gains independence from Sudan (9 July) 

  

 
Peacebuilding and post-conflict recovery has in recent years become a major emphasis for 
the UN as the organization aims to prevent conflicts from arising or rearising.  The impacts 
of war can have a strong devastating effect on a country’s human development as well its 
economic growth, thus, with the main goal of ensuring global peace and security the UN 
hopes to expand its international peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction efforts by 
“strengthening of national capacities for conflict management” and to “lay the foundations 
needed for sustainable peace and development” (UN Economic and Social Council; 
Resolutions).  
 
Support to the Republic of South Sudan: United Nations Resolutions 2011/43, Jul 29, 2011 
(RES/2011/43) 

- This document is a recognition provided by the ECOSOC in favor of the 
independence of the Republic of South Sudan after its period of prolonged civil 
conflict with Republic of Sudan. In this document the committee expresses it wish to 
promote durable peace and sustainable development in South Sudan as well as a 
continued humanitarian and peacebuilding assistance from the international 
community in the country’s post-conflict recovery.  

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES AND EVENTS  
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Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti: United Nations Resolution 2014/37, Mar 13, 2015  
(E/RES/2014/37) 

- This documents calls upon the collaboration and support of Haitian authorities and 
international partners in the reconstruction and development of Haiti, mainly on 
regulating its public institutions, maintaining the country’s stability, ensuring 
sustainability in its development as well as strengthening its governance in order to 
promote an effective socioeconomic recovery for the country.  

 
Assistance to the Palestinian people: United Nations Resolution 70/108, Jan 13, 2016 
(A/RES/70/108) 

- Although it is the General Assembly that has adopted this resolution however the 
document highlights the key aspects of development as well as the rehabilitation 
projects needed for the economic recovery of Palestine, particularly in the areas 
along the Gaza strip. The document also places a lot of focus on the economic and 
social infrastructure repair and the improvements in the living conditions of the 
Palestinian people in these areas as they continue to be affected by the aftermath of 
the July and August conflict in 2014.  

 
 

 
The Marshal Plan (1948 – 1951)  

- A European recovery program involved the U.S and 15 other nations providing 
financial assistance to Western Europe in its economic recovery as well as to restore 
people’s confidence in Europe’s future economic developments after the WWII. The 
funding ended in 1951 with a total of about $13 billion received by Europe and this 
plan has since then been considered as one of the most successful development 
program for its purpose. 

 
Plan Colombia (2000 – 2007) 

- This was a multi-billion dollar plan funded by the U.S serving the primarily aim of 
strengthening the Colombian state as well as combating the extensive drug-
trafficking in the country. Initially meant to focus on the deveslopment and social 
priorities of Colombia, the plan however ended up emphasizing heavily on anti-drug 
operations which thus lead to the Colombian government spending $632 million out 
of $860 million received from U.S mainly on military and police assistance. Only the 
other $227 million that was left had went to the economic development of the 
country and other categories such as human rights and displaced persons (Shifter). 

 
“Project for Rehabilitation of Community Infrastructure and Facilities in the Conflict 
Affected Areas in Northern Province of Sri Lanka (RCIF)” (UN-habitat) 

- This was a 2-year long project funded by the government of Japan in collaboration 
with UN –Habitat and CBOs that aimed at addressing the reconstruction of the 
districts, mainly Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu, which are in the northern province of Sri 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 
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Lanka after the country’s 30 year prolong conflict that ended in May 2009. Some of 
its key achievements included the rehabilitation 60km of accessible roads in local 
areas, construction of 14 facilities that harvested rainwater in public buildings as well 
as the implementation of a Community Contract system that allowed for “ownership 
and cost effectiveness in the assets being created for the community” (UN-Habitat).  

 
 

 
The impact of war can be devastating for the country or state in terms of the human, social 
and physical capital as wars result in: a huge increase in the number of displaced and 
handicapped people needing humanitarian assistance, rise in inflation, disruption of 
external trade, need for the reconstruction of infrastructure, deterioration of human 
development and so forth. Several of the other challenges these post-conflict communities 
face also include “weakened state capacity…distorted economic incentives, widespread 
poverty and massive unemployment” (UNDP). 
 
Thus, here are some possible solutions   
 

 Build the country’s capacity to manage fiscal responsibilities   
In the post-conflict period after the civil or political war, often positive economic 
incentives and results are urgently need to strengthen the legitimacy and stability of 
the new government.  Hence, the committee should introduce a set of changes that 
not will only produce positive effects on the economic development of the country 
but at same time will not overwhelm the government’s capacity to manage change 
nor hinder society’s capacity to absorb it. Such a framework of change can include 
rebuilding the administration capacity of tax and customs, implementing reforms in 
the tax structure of the country, increasing budget transparency and mobilizing 
experts or capable government managers into the country as often protracted 
conflicts lead to capable government members fleeing the country. 
 
 

 Increase the level of accessibility to community infrastructure facilities for families 
in post-conflict areas. 
As shown by Figure 2 (under background information) the graphs implies a necessity 
for stable and sustainable institutional frameworks to be put in place within the 
country as well as a strong government enforcement on these frameworks so that 
such inequalities in the country can be effectively addressed. In addition 
infrastructures are often damaged or dissembled during conflict thus the 
construction and repairing of infrastructures such as hospitals, schools, roads and 
water pipes is vital in improving the living conditions of the families. 

 
 

 Generate more job opportunities and enterprise development 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  
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During conflict population displacement often occurs as result of brain drain and 
internal migration as workers search for job opportunities in other areas. This can 
lead to workers switching their professions which can cause an imbalance in work 
trade particularly in the primary sector such as agriculture. Thus some of the 
possible actions to address the high unemployment in the post-conflict areas could 
include investing in local private sector, creating an environmental policy for 
enterprises, initiating cost-effective programs for employment and providing 
incentives for private entrepreneurs. 
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- Quite a useful site should delegates wish to be provided with basic background 

information on the various conflicts that is occurring or has occurred in the world. 
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summary of its key events and dates along with a downloadable PDF file of the USIP 
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Institutions, Aid or Luck?" IMF Working Paper (2011): 1-34. IMF. International Monetary 
Fund, June 2011. Web. 8 May 2016. 
<https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2011/wp11149.pdf>. 

- Not necessarily portraying the views of IMF, this report provides another perspective 

for delegates on addressing the economic growth of post-conflict states as it offers a 

main focus on the strong correlation between the changes in terms of trade and the 

country’s economic performance.  

Michailof, Serge, Markus Kostner, and Xavier Devictor. "From Conflict to Recovery in Africa." 
Africa Region Working Paper Series 30th ser. (2003): 1-30. World Bank. The World Bank 
Group, Apr. 2002. Web. 8 May 2016. <http://www.worldbank.org/afr/wps/wp30.pdf>. 

- This paper provides a sufficient background on the post conflict recovery in Africa as 
a whole as it: outlines key features and actions taken of the various conflicts in 
Africa, proposes potential strategic frameworks for states to undertake in order to 
improve their economic performance, promotes an operational framework for the 
Bank to aid countries in their post-conflict transition and provides a final discussion 
on the issues linked to financing such programs. 

 
 
 


