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The Central African Republic has been a hub of human rights offenses for the past 4 years. The 
civil war in the Central African Republic has shattered all sense of stability in the country. 
Although there have been many attempts to solve the issue, the main issue has been transparency 
and responsibility as many other nations have not followed through on the commitments they 
have made to the Central African Republic.  

The conflict is a scramble of rebel groups trying to overthrow the Central African Republic’s 
government. There is a lack of authority currently as no rebel force currently has complete power 
in the country. This has led to a society completely overrun by chaos and violence, with no 
particular group able to truly lead the country. Although a large part of the conflict is political, 
another portion of the conflict has been driven by religion.  

The violence and skirmishes that occurred directly between “anti-balaka” militia (Christian 
groups) and Seleka rebels (Muslim groups) has eased since early 2013, the amount of attacks on 
civilians and revenge killings have become alarmingly common. These killings tend to be more 
focused at Muslim civilians, causing a wave of Muslim refugees fleeing the Central African 
Republic. Attacks include murder, rape, and the torture of civilian victims. 

According to Human Rights Watch, 212,000 persons have been displaced, 10,000 houses have 
been burned, and Bozize, the technical president of the Central African Republic, has been 
accused of breaking previous regulations and agreements.  

Although many peacekeeping missions have been initiated in the Central African Republic, not 
all have been successful. In particular, the African-led International Support Mission to the 
Central African Republic (MISCA) has been particularly damaging. In February of 2016, graves 
near the Congolese (of or relating to the Democratic Republic of Congo) peacekeeping base were 
exhumed, and the remains of more than ten people were found inside. They were later identified 
to be detainees that the Congolese contingent claimed had escaped, two years prior. The 
Congolese peacekeepers have also had other violent run-ins with civilians and suspected anti-
balaka militants in the past, and continued to execute prisoners - many of which were women 
and children. The UN issued a statement confirming the torture and execution of people by the 
peacekeepers, and sent multiple diplomatic messages to the Congolese government, but no 
significant action has been taken by the Congolese government. (Source: various Human Rights 
Watch articles) 

 



Johannesburg Model United Nations 2016 
Security Council 

 

 
Refugee camp - Shelter for persons displaced by war or political oppression or for religious 
beliefs. The refugee camps acts as humanitarian protection but often fail to protect the very 
people that live on those refugee camps. The issue is not the idea but the condition that the 
camps are in, which often leads to a variety of repeated crimes within the camps. Often crimes 
like sexual abuse, repeated harassment, or physical assault are  commonplace in refugee camps, 
and not always at the fault of the refugees. (http://www.thefreedictionary.com/refugee+camp) 

Sexual Abuse: Criminal sexual activity, especially that involving a victim below the age of 
sexual consent or incapable of sexual consent. Sexual Abuse is the largest criminal issue that 
occurs in refugee camps. The exploitation is often taken due to the lack of security and the 
malfunctions and outdatedness of the refugee camps themselves. Much of the abuse found in 
refugee camps is not only from refugees themselves, but in fact from aid workers and soldiers of 
other nations. (http://www.thefreedictionary.com/sexual+abuse) 

Political Tensions: Political Tensions can also just be viewed as a form of contrasting political 
ideas in the same nation which often results in violence and criminal activities, if it is as tense as 
in the CAR. In relation to this topic, political tensions have arisen from the deep-seated hostility 
between Christian and Muslim rebel groups, beginning an extremely violent war with casualties 
on both sides. This can be attributed to the coup d’etat, which took place in 2013. 

Refugee Displacement: Refugee displacement refers to the forced movement of a person from 
his or her place of residence, which may be attributed to a variety of reasons. War, religious 
persecution, or natural disasters (such as an earthquake, tsunami, or hurricane) are among the 
most common reasons for refugee displacement. Unless the person has acquired permission from 
the country or state they’ve migrated to, he or she will be considered to be an illegal immigrant. 
However, some people may be forced to flee their home but is able to remain within their 
country’s legal borders, and they may be referred to as ‘internally displaced persons’ (IDP).They 
are often referred to as refugees, although they do not fall within the current legal definition of a 
refugee, because they’ve remained in their country of residence.  
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internally_displaced_person) 

Conflict Torn Areas: These are areas within a nation that are plagued by constant conflict and 
violence, often the result of a larger war. Cities such as Gambo and Bamgassou are great 
examples of these conflict-torn areas, because there are always political or religious tensions, 
with two opposing parties that both want to achieve their respective personal goals. These areas 
are generally full of sexual abuse and assault committed against civilians from which refugees 
flee.  

 

Political tensions: 

The Central African Republic has experienced a series of coups in the last decade. Conflict can 
be traced back to 2003 when Patasse, the president, was ousted by Bozize, a former general that 
had been sacked for attempting a coup in 2001. With the newly gained power, Bozize removed 
parliament and established a new constitution. After multiple internal conflicts, the country 
eventually stabilized in 2007. 
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Later in 2012, Bozize was ousted by another rebel group called Seleka, which is a Islam-based 
militant group. Seleka now controlled the country and ruled with chaos as the soldiers could not 
coordinate with each other. Eventually, Christian-based militants skirmish with the Seleka 
fighters. The Seleka are composed of multiple militia groups such as the Union of Democratic 
Forces for Unity (UFDR) and the Convention of Patriots for Justice and Peace (CPJP). Even 
smaller forces like Democratic Front of the Central African People (FDPC) and the Chadian 
group Popular Front for Recovery (FPR) are a part of the Seleka offensive, but these two forces 
operate outside of the Central African Republic. However, the conflict does not end until French 
forces are deployed to break up the internal conflict. 

Although a ceasefire has been successfully carried out in the Central African Republic, The 
nation is still very much shaken up by the events that have unfolded recently. A transitional 
government has been established and elections have been set to occur in 2016, due to errors in 
the parliamentary poll. 

 

Access to Basic Resources: Access to basic resources is severely lacking in the nation of the 
Central African Republic especially after the military coup in 2013. The CAR is now one of the 
world’s poorest countries, and has been called the “most neglected crisis in the world” by the UN 
High Commissioner, and has devolved even further as rebel groups continue to carry out violent 
attacks.  

Services and resources that are struggling in the country include: 

Clean water - access to clean drinking water is not the only difficulty that residents of the 
Central African Republic struggle with. Hygiene and the management of waste are huge 
issues, especially within densely populated areas, and are the center of many activist 
efforts. 

Education - education has always been nearly non existent in the CAR, but it has become 
even more scarce with the violent uprising. Although enrollment for primary school 
children (ages 6-14) is mandatory by law, attempts to reform education have still 
encountered the following challenges:  

● A severe lack of teachers, especially due to the rate of AIDS related deaths among 
them  

● A very low accessibility to students - only 21.8% enroll past elementary school, 
and less than 10% continue into high school 

● Lack of facilities and materials - classrooms are packed, allowing for very little 
one-on-one time between teacher and student, and textbooks are shared between 
10 or more students 

● A solid curriculum is not in place; repetition of material throughout grade levels is 
very common, and little new information is introduced to students 

Health Care - the health crisis in the Central African Republic was classed as a Grade 3 
humanitarian emergency by the World Health Organization (WHO), the highest possible 
level of crisis. For comparison, other Grade 3 emergencies include the Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa, and crises in South Sudan and Iraq. The most problematic part of the 
healthcare system is the lack of resources. There are very few medical professionals 
within the country, as most of them fled in late 2013, when the CAR began devolving 
into a tumultuous and chaotic nation. Hospitals had also been destroyed in the conflict, 
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and medication and equipment stolen. During these raids, many nurses and other medical 
personnel were attacked by militia.  

Currently, most of the country’s healthcare is being provided by NGOs and other nations. 
These volunteers are in desperate need of funds and resources that they can use to help 
the civilians injured by the conflict and those that simply are too poor to afford healthcare 
for basic illnesses. The most common health issues in the CAR other than physical 
trauma and wounds include malaria, respiratory and digestive infections, digestive 
infections, and malnutrition. 

 

 

 

The most important of all UN resolutions for the Central African Republic is resolution 2194 
(2104) which includes the MINUSCA mandate of which the idea was to create a Stabilization 
Mission in the nation of the Central African Republic. The aim of the mission was to achieve 
peace and solidity for the unstable nation. The mandate was established on the 10th of April in 
2014, and is still in effect today.  

The mandate was established to include various tasks and to ensure the completion of those tasks 
with a form of peaceful methods in order to target the issue. Of those tasks, the protection of 
civilians was placed first, due to its importance. This was to be done with the cooperation of 
Central African Republic forces rather than the constant disagreement, all in order to protect 
physical violence. The second idea was to recreate a form of lasting peace within the nation. The 
task seems quite illusory but this was to be done by realizing the root cause of an issue and 
establishing a cooperation in civilians and authorities inside the country. The third task was to be 
the deployment of humanitarian help. This was to primarily target the crime cases that occur in 
the refugee camps and was included in the mandate in order to educate rather than punish. The 
rest of the ideas in the mandate are included to increase human rights awareness and different 
technicalities within the nation to achieve peace.  

Security Council Resolution 2281 

This resolution was created in April of 2016 in order to Extend the Minusca Mandate and review 
it.  

Security Council Resolution 2264 

Resolution created in February of 2016 in order to increase the number of correctional officers in 
the Central African Republic. This was done in order to reveal criminal offenses with more ease 
and in order to resolve technicalities easier.  

Security Council Resolution 2262 

This Resolution was created to elongate the sanctions in the Central African Republic until 2017. 
This was done partially to instill the Minusca Mandate and also due to the war crimes and 
various human rights violations committed by the nation that are to be hopefully resolved with 
the Minusca Mandate.  

Security Council Resolution 2127 
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This resolution authorised French intervention in CAR due to the strong ties that the nations still 
hold. Since the resolution in 2013, French troops have been heavily involved in the Central 
African Republic Conflict, and have tried desperately to bring it to a clothes.  

European Parliament resolution 2874 

This resolution bases its ideas of various security Council Resolutions but invites more 
involvement of European nations with ties to the Central African Republic such as France and 
Belgium.  

  

There have been few attempts to solve the situation in CAR except for the various UN 
resolutions and the few attempts of the European Parliament.  

Like in various other nations, the nation of the Central African Republic require the end of a 
conflict and the integration of peace. The dire security situation in Central African Republic is 
currently being addressed by the UN but the UN does not always prove to be a successful 
institution, various solutions have been suggested by others.  

1. Central African Republic requires a phase of reconstruction as addressed by Menisca 
2. Schools should not teach about a uniform religion to be right or wrong but rather remain 

neutral about all religions  
3. The integration of armed security groups could substantially decrease crime in the long run, 

this is because security groups that can be controlled by peaceful nations or institutions can 
be very important as they remain neutral to all conflict that occurs in the nation  

4. The wisdom of religious leaders could be essential to the rebuilding phase of the Central 
African Republic especially if they are able to express their ideas in the nation 

5. Dialogue between the groups that are fighting that could be easily imposed in the nation by 
the UN 

6. Cooperation between local and international groups. 
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