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INTRODUCTION  

Arms trafficking in the regions of Europe has become a prominent issue in the past years due to 

something called an “arms race”. An arms race is described as “a competition that occurs between 

nations for superiority in the development and accumulation of weapons” (Oxford Dictionary). This 

has been happening between multiple criminal groups in Europe, and because of arms races it has 

become easier for terrorists to get their hands on high-powered, military grade firearms. As well as 

due to the existence of the dark web, and cross border smuggling of military-grade assault rifles into 

the EU, it has caused hundreds of terrorists to be able to get their hands on these weapons. These 

terrorist groups are usually sourced from Syria and Iraq. They use existing criminal routes to traffic 

weapons and usually travel in motorcycle gangs, on water, or in air. As majority of their illegal 

weapons are either stolen, bought on the darknet, converted from gas pistols, or even reactivations 

of decommissioned army or police firearms, it isn’t expensive or hard to get their hands on these 

weapons. It has been noted that at this point, there have been around half a million lost or stolen 

firearms in the EU. This on-going issue has caused distress to thousands of lives as multiple terrorist 

events keep emerging from left to right, usually for the issues of angry religious groups getting 

“revenge”. The ongoing situation is a hard one to tackle as most of the dealing is handled online and 

that is a hard way to recognize who is doing what.  

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS  

 

Arms trafficking – “also known as gunrunning, is a broadly defined as the illicit trade of contraband 

small arms and ammunition, which constitutes part of a broad range of illegal activities often 

associated with transnational criminal organizations” – Wikipedia  

Arms Race – “a competition between nations for superiority in the development and the 

accumulation of weapons.” – Wikipedia   

Terrorist –  “a person who uses unlawful violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the 

pursuit of political aims.” – Wikipedia   

Dark web – “the part of the World Wide Web that is only accessible by means of special software, 

allowing users and website operators to remain anonymous or untraceable.” – Wikipedia  

Assault rifle –  “a lightweight rifle developed from the sub-machine gun which may be set to fire 

automatically or semi – automatically.” – Wikipedia  
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BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE  

 

Fire arms trafficking began in the early 15th century, when it was a source of protection. The nations 

with the most imports of arms are The United States, Russia, France, Germany and China. Multiple 

ways of smuggling in these weapons such as: oversea transport (ships and planes), vehicles, black 

web etc. This methods were developed and have been spreading until present day. Throughout the 

two World Wars, and civil wars that have been occurring, it has been something that people depend 

on to shield themselves and fight their enemies in the easiest and cheapest way. However, although 

it might have been somewhat beneficial to people during the wars, it has now become a dangerous 

way of dealing with a “situation.” These situations arise from feuds between two groups, which can 

lead to an ugly contest where multiple innocent lives get involved in this turmoil. Furthermore, 

Multiple gangs have sprung and have created simpler ways for people to get their hands on these 

weapons. As a result, there have been countless amounts of homicides and terrorist attacks in 

numerous European countries in the last 20 years. These terrorist attacks have been killing hundreds 

of people in France, Spain, Belgium and Denmark, causing outbreaks, and protests.    

 

In recent years, there has been an increase in terrorist threats and attacks, primarily beginning in 

2015 with the killings at the Charlie Hebdo magazine office in Paris. These terrorist groups are 

religiously based, meaning their attacks each have a religious reasoning for. In 2017, 62 people were 

killed in 33 religiously inspired terrorist attacks in the EU, compared to 135 deaths in 13 attacks in 

2016, according to Europol figures. In each years, these attacks were considered as “completed” by 

national governments, because they achieved their target. Some of the potential threats are people 

that have been arrested for their connection with the foreign fighter phenomenon. These religious 

groups are primarily based in Syria and Iraq, countries in which are countries already of conflict 

zones.  

 

“Armed violence can trigger forced displacement, erode social capital, and destroy infrastructure” – 

small arms survey. This means that it can impede investment in reconstruction and reconciliation. 

Armed violence can trigger public institutions, facilitate corruption, and be conducive to a climate of 

impunity.  

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED  

France  

During an incident which occurred on November in 2015 in Paris, militants of an Islamic State used 

automatic weapons and bombs which killed more than 130 people in bars. This occurred at a 

stadium and at a concert hall in Paris. It was a bloody incident which caused grieve and great 

distress to the nation and its citizens. Another attack which occurred in January 2015 in Paris 

included off-duty soldiers attacking a Jewish supermarket in Paris, and an attack on the offices of a 

satirical magazine which caused distress and embarrassment in the Middle East.  

Belgium  

An attack occurred at a museum in Brussels in 2014, which included lethal shootings by duty 

soldiers. These attacks in Paris included automatic weapons which had been originally collected 

from stockpiles in the Balkans that ended up in the hands of these criminals in Belgium.  
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Denmark  

In 2016, at a synagogue in Denmark, a group of off-duty soldiers attacked with “reactivated” and 

converted weapons, or firearms stolen from legitimate owners of the weapons.  

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 

15th century – the 15th century was the start of arms smuggling. If residents of a certain town/city 

wanted to overthrow the governing power, they would smuggle in weapons from other nearby 

towns to arm themselves.  

 

1914 – 1918 – during the first world war (WWI) when the first attacks occurred and all countries and 

defending countries had to find various ways of getting weapons and ammo into their hands. The 

most prominent way was to smuggle in weapons to the local resistance/militia. This was one of the 

most life threatening because if they were caught, they would be killed by a squad through torture. 

 

1939 – 1945 – when the second world war (WWII) began, Adolf Hitler is the Führer of Nazi Germany, 

the Japanese have started to attack American forces and the allies are proceeding to attack and 

break the German and Japanese lines. A way that Japanese would smuggle weapons to and from the 

frontlines, were their underground tunnels. These tunnels stretched on for miles and if you got lost, 

there would be a slim chance of you getting back out.  

 

1950s – 2000s – in the 20th century, the illegal arms trade started to become more prominent and is 

usually seen in underground situations such as many types of gangs. During this period, weaponry 

and arms are getting more commonplace within our society as citizens can find multiple ways to 

manufacture for a gun such as the AK 47 which originated from Russia but are now produced 

globally.  

 

2000s – present – As the 21st century rolled in, the world changed and became dependant on 

technology. The amount of weapon exportation in the U.S.A for the year 2000 is accounted to the 

amount of seven billion US dollars and has been declining at a steadily rate until about 2003 and has 

since been increasing. Cases such as in Somalia and Iraq where a civil war is on-going, the illegal 

arms market had an immense number of customers as they would buy these weapons and fight 

each other.  

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS  

Addressing the negative humanitarian and development through the reduction and prevention of 

armed violence (2008) 

 

Promoting development through the reduction and prevention of armed violence (2008)  
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Assistance to States for curbing the illicit traffic in small arms and light weapons and collecting them 

(2015) 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

The economic community took decision by establishing the Small Arms Unit, responsible for 

advocating appropriate policies and developing and implementing programmes, as well as the 

establishment of the Economic Community’s Small Arms Control Programme for Coordination and 

Assistance for security and Development.  

 

The Secretary- General is encouraged to purse efforts in the context of the implementation of 

General Assembly resolution 49/75 G of 15 December 1994 and the recommendations of the United 

Nations advisory missions aimed at cubing the illicit circulation of small arms and light weapons and 

collecting them in the affected States that so request, with the support of the United Nations 

Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa and in close cooperation with the African 

union.  
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