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INTRODUCTION  

Catalonia is an autonomous region in Spain. It is located on the north-eastern corner of Spain. The 
region is bordered by Spain, Andorra and France. The largest city is Barcelona, which is also the 
second largest city in Spain, behind Madrid. In the 2010’s, there had been increased levels of 
support for its independence as a whole. But, the broad idea of being an autonomous community 
had begun as early as 1914, when, four Catalan provinces formed a commonwealth. With 
Democracy being brought back during the Second Spanish Republic (1931-1939), the Generalitat of 
Spain was reinstated to help politically organize Catalonia’s government. But that did not last long as 
after the Spanish Civil War, the Francoist dictatorship passed oppressive measures, which caused 
the abolishment of Catalan’s self-government and the banned the use of the official language known 
as Catalan. From the late 1950’s to the 1970’s, there was a massive economic growth in Catalonia, 
which caught the eye of many working class people across Spain. This made Barcelona one of 
Europe’s largest industrial metropolitan, which made Catalonia into a touristic hotspot. Since Spain’s 
shift towards democracy (1975-1982), the region has regained a lot of environmental, educational, 
political and cultural affairs which, has made them a very economically dynamic community in Spain.  

  On the 27th of October 2017, the Catalan Parliament declared independence from Spain following a 
heated referendum that occurred on the 1st of October 2017. The Spanish Senate voted in favour of 
imposing direct rule by getting rid of the whole Catalan government and calling an instant regional 
election for the 21 of December. On the 2nd of November 2017, seven former ministers were 
imprisoned by the Spanish Supreme Court due to misuse of public funds and rebellion. President 
Carles Puigdemont and several others, fled to other European countries for safety. The Majority of 
the population in Catalonia is in favour for the independency of Catalonia. 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS  

Autonomous Area/Region 

An autonomous area is defined as a region of a country that has a certain degree of autonomy, or 
has liberty from an external authority. Typically, autonomous areas are usually when a geographical 
area is distant from the country, which is not the case with Catalonia. Countries that embrace 
autonomous regions are usually federacies.  

Referendum  

A referendum is a vote in which the whole electorate is invited to vote on a certain proposal. This 
usually results in the implementation of a new law. This is usually used when it is a topic concerning 
a high level of importance, politically or socially.   

Democracy  
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Democracy in modern practices, has three senses, which are all connected to the citizens of a given 
area being allowed to exercise their right to vote. In a direct democracy, citizens create a whole 
governing body and directly vote on each issue. In a representative democracy, the representatives 
represent the people of a country-don’t solely represent themselves. These representatives then 
create the governing body and vote on the issue, such as a legislature. In a constitutional 
democracy, the control of the majority is exercised within the basis of a representative democracy, 
but the constitution confines the majority and protects the minority, typically through the 
satisfaction by certain individual rights.  

Catalan declaration of independence 

The Catalan declaration of independence was a resolution that was approved by the Parliament of 
Catalonia on the 27th of October 2017. The declaration stated the independence of Catalonia from 
Spain and the creation of an independent Catalan Republic. The declaration didn’t receive 
recognition from other countries as most countries either stay neutral and declare it a civil issue, 
while others favour Spain in the issue.  

Secession 

Secession is when a group withdrawals from a larger assembly to create their own. It usually occurs 
when it’s a topic concerning political entity, but it can also be from military or union alliance. 
Secessions can sometimes be a strategy for the achievement of more goals. Hence, it is a process 
which starts when a group declares the act of secession.  

Generalitat 

The Generalitat is the autonomous government of Spain. In 1932, the name was given to the  
somewhat devolved government of Catalonia which was under the second republic. 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE  

The idea of being an independent region, has been around for 100 or so years, as in 1913, the four 
provinces of Catalonia were given some control over their government in the commonwealth of 
Catalonia. This occurred under the leadership of Enric Prat de la Riba. A couple years later, the 
commonwealth was repressed during the dictatorship of Miguel Primo de Rivera, who was the 
Spanish Prime Minister. In 1931, Spain changed into a republic and the autonomous Catalan regional 
government was created by the leadership of the Revolutionary Left of Catalonia. The Generalitat 
was implemented during the era. Five years later, Gen Francisco Franco led Spanish nationalist 
troops which, prompted the Spanish Civil War. Catalonia still remainned loyal to the Republic. Both 
the Generalitat forces and the militias were fighting on their side. During the Civil War, Gen 
Francisco Franco’s men overran Catalonia, commencing the collapse of the Republic. The 
dictatorship continued until 1975. During the dictatorship, there was a suppression of political 
opposition, language, culture and Catalan autonomy. Thousands of activists from Catalan were 
exiled or executed. During the 1960’s, Catalonia benefited from mass tourism in coastal Spain as 
well an increase in industrialism. Barcelona attracted a lot of migrants from other regions in Spain.  

The death of Gen Francisco Franco in 1975, provoked in the process of democratisation under the 
leadership of the new king, Juan Carlos. Years later, Catalonia is given some sort of autonomy and is 
recognized as a “Nationality”. Catalan then became an official language in Catalonia along with 
Spanish. In 1980, Jordi Pujol became the president of the regional government and retired 23 years 
later in 2003. The socialist, Pasqual Maragall, became the next regional president. Pasqual stepped 
down three years later and was replaced by Jose Montilla, who is also a socialist. Two months after 
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the arrival of Jose Montilla, a reformed version of the autonomy law came into force. This gave the 
regional government financial autonomy and more power. The word “Nation” was starting to being 
used to classify Catalonia.  

 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED  

Catalonia  

Catalonia is directly involved in this issue, as the community of Catalonia is the region that is being 
disputed over its legitimacy. Catalonia has been regarded as an autonomous area since the 
beginning of the 20th century and recently in the 2010’s, the idea of becoming an independent state 
has been increasing the support over to the citizens. Due to popular idea in Catalonia, in late 2017, a 
declaration of independence was declared by the Catalonian government, which was not recognized 
by the Spanish government. This just led to more violent protests in Catalonia and a change in the 
Catalonian government as a lot of ministers and various member of the government were either 
imprisoned or dismissed.     

Spain  

Spain is indeed directly involved in this issue as a region in Spain, which is Catalonia, wants to gain 
full control and wants to declare independency. Spain is fully against the declaration, as Barcelona is 
the second most populous city in Spain and produces a lot of Spain’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
With the loss of the area, Spain would suffer tremendously, as an economic powerhouse would be 
lost.  

ANC (Assemblea Nacional Catalana) 

The Assemblea Nacional Catalana is an organization that is seeking the political independence of 
Catalonia from Spain. Furthermore, it also promotes the reunion of the Catalan countries. This refers 
to the regions with Catalonian influence. Their president is Jordi Sànchez i Picanyol, who was 
imprisoned on the 16th of October of 2017, for his part in the pro-independence protests that 
occurred in Catalonia during the days before the referendum.  

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 

2006 
 
 

Catalan authorities and Spanish central government both agree on 
devolving more power to the region. The power revolved around: finances, 
education and health care. The Spanish parliament and Catalan lawmakers 
approve the agreement. 
 

2008  
 
 

Spain enters the financial crisis that prompts an economic recession and 
severe austerity measures. Many people in Catalan started to believe that 
Catalan would be better off if it was independent.  
 

2010  
 
 
 

In Madrid, The Spanish Constitutional Court takes down crucial parts of the 
2006 agreement, while unintentionally reigniting the Catalan independence 
movement. 
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2014  
 
 

Spain’s Constitutional Court states that Catalonia cannot continue with a 
planned independence referendum that was going to occur on the 
November 9th, claiming that all Spanish citizens must be allowed to vote. On 
the day, the Catalan government took down the referendum, however, 
describing a vote as an unofficial opportunity for the citizens in Catalan to 
voice their opinion. Spain rejects the results of the votes due to 
propaganda.  

2015  
 
 
 

In September, the then sitting U.S. President Barack Obama, states that the 
U.S. wants a cohesive Spain, and European Union officials also stated that 
an Independent Catalonia would not be welcomed to join as a member.  

March 2017  The Spanish government don’t allow former Catalan President, Artur Mas, 
from holding public office for two years due to holding the unofficial vote 
back in November 2014.  
 

June 2017  Catalan President, Carlos Puigdemont, announces that a new referendum 
for its independence will be set on October 1st. Catalan officials state they 
will announce a new republic in 48 hours of the vote if a “yes” vote wins 
without regarding the turnout of the voting. 
 

September 2017  Spain suspends the ballot after legal challenge from the government. 
Numerous Catalan officials were imprisoned by Spanish authorities for the 
organization of the referendum. Authorities also detained over 10 million 
ballots. A week later, the Spanish government vows to block the votes, 
which the Catalonian government vows to continue with it. School are used 
all voting locations by activists and parents. Spanish police demand then to 
leave by 6 am on the 1st of October, which was the day of the vote. 

1st October 2017 Over a hundred of people were injured by armed police that were breaking 
in on polling locations. Catalan officials state that around 90% of the votes 
voted for Succession, which a turnout of 42%. The Catalonian government 
vowed to press on with the independence. 

October 2017 During October 3rd, Puigdemont states that Catalonia with declare its 
independency in 48 hours once all the votes have been collected and 
counted. Week later, Puigdemont is hesitant to make the declaration. The 
next day, the Spanish prime minister activates the Spanish constitution 
nuclear option which suspends the political autonomy of Catalonia. The 
prime minister fires the Catalonian government and forces a new election. 
On October 27, Catalonia declares independency, the world dismissed the 
declaration and Spain fires the Catalonian parliament. Puigdemont later 
flees from Spanish authorities to Belgium. 

March 2018 German Authorities arrest Puigdemont after crossing the border from 
Denamrk into Germany. 
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RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS  

UN’s View on the Issue  

The United Nations Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, requests the Catalan government and 
Spanish authorities to seek solutions to the crisis occurring in the region within the outline of the 
Spanish constitution. The UN Deputy Spokesman ,Farhan Haq, on October 27th, 2017, told reporters 
“We are trying to follow up on the developments. For now, the Secretary General encourages all 
concerned to seek solutions within the framework of the Spanish constitution and through 
established political and legal channels,".  

EU’s View on the Issue 

On the 27th of October 2017, the President of European Council, Donald Tusk, stated: "For EU 
nothing changes. Spain remains our only interlocutor." While Antonio Tajani, who is the President of 
the European Parliament, declared: "The declaration of independence voted on today in the Catalan 
Parliament is a breach of the rule of law, the Spanish constitution and the Statute of Autonomy of 
Catalonia, which are part of the EU's legal framework. No one in the European Union will recognise 
this declaration. More than ever, it is necessary to re-establish legality as a basis for dialogue and to 
guarantee the freedoms and rights of all Catalan citizens." 

Disputed Referendum 

100,000+ of Catalans voted in an independence referendum that still goes on, despite the Spanish 
government deemed it unconstitutional. Spanish riot police were present to try and block the vote 
from occurring. Appalling footage emerged that shows the police shooting rubber bullets, as well as 
hitting people with batons and roughing up voters. The Catalan government stated that 90% voted 
in favour of Catalonian independence, but it was later found that the information was falsified and it 
was around 50%. Meaning that the population is split in the decision of granting independency to 
Catalonia.  

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

Catalonian Declaration of Independence  

A previous attempt to solve the issue was the declaration of Independence that was declared by the 
Catalonian government on the 27th of October 2017. This clearly did not work as the Spanish 
government did not recognize the declaration and it had barley any international support as most 
foreign countries stated it as a domestic issue, and would rather stay neutral. While, others said that 
they are in favour for Spain.  

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

An unconstitutional referendum 

Even though Catalonia has a high degree of autonomy in the Spanish constitution, Catalonia is not 
considered a nation state. In the Spanish constitution, Spain is the one and only nation and doesn’t 
permit one region of the country to declare its independency from the rest of the country. The 
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Spanish constitutions doesn’t permit regional referendums on independence as this would recognize 
sovereignty to Catalan, which constitutionally, does not exist.  

Give Catalonia Partial Control  

The Catalonian authorities and the Spanish government could open negotiations. This is a strategy 
that is favoured by the socialists. The strategy is based on two assumptions. Firstly, the support for 
independency is tactical and not ideological as they want leverage on negotiations with the Spanish 
government. Votes have suggested that most Catalans would rather negotiate for a better 
autonomous government instead of continuing going for secession. The second assumption is that a 
key factor behind the growth of separatism, without the inclusion of the economic crisis, is the lack 
of flexibility on the Catalonian side. Sanchez, who is the Socialist leader, gained criticism in late 
2015, as he stated that Spanish law would be allowed to reform and that "we know the majority of 
Catalans want neither immobility nor a breakup." 

Recognize Catalonia Independence Declaration  

An unlikely solution that could occur is that Spain would recognize the declaration of Independence 
that was submitted by Catalonia and give them freedom from Spain, this is however, highly unlikely 
as Catalonia has the second most populous city in Spain, which is Barcelona, which is an economic 
powerhouse in Europe. The loss of Barcelona would heavily complicate Spain Gross Domestic 
Products as well as their economy.  
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APPENDIX OR APPENDICES  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-20345073 

A timeline of Catalonia’s history.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalonia#Transition_and_democratic_period_(1975%E2%80%93pres

ent) 

A page with a lot of information concerning Catalonia.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalan_declaration_of_independence 

A page with information about the Declaration of Independence.  

https://www.rte.ie/news/newslens/2017/1027/915757-key-events-in-catalan-secession-bid/ 

Important events from the Catalan Independence issue. 
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