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INTRODUCTION  

Numerous countries in the continent of Africa are well known for their economic decline and 
crisis. Based on the GDP per capita of the countries in Africa (2017), the ten most poverty-
stricken countries in the continent are: 
Guinea (GDP of $558), Ethiopia (GDP of $505),Democratic Republic of Congo (GDP of 
$484), Madagascar (GDP of $463), Liberia (GDP of $454), Niger (GDP of $415), The 
Gambia (GDP of $371), Central Africa Republic (GDP of $333), Burundi (GDP of $267), 
and Malawi (GDP of $226). 
 
In these countries, most households are suffering through absolute poverty, when families 
live on less than $1.90 a day, some even less. Colonialism, lack of education, and 
dependency on foreign aid are some of the major factors that contributed to the decline of 
African economies, resulting for these countries and their governments to be poverty-stricken 
and to be in debt and bankruptcy. Due to these factors, the issue of ensuring the independence 
of African economies from debts and bankruptcy to foster sustainability is crucial to the 
African governments and citizens, to reduce poverty and global inequality. To prevent and 
defend the listed and further suffering nations from the economic crisis, the United Nations 
must find an effective resolution which most preferably will immediately be in action. 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS  

Sustainability 

It is the maintaining of certain rate or level. 

Economy 

It is the measuring of a country’s supply of money and can be measured in the unit of GDP 
per capita. 

Absolute Poverty 

It is when a household income is below a necessary level ($1.90) to maintain basic living 
standards. 

Economic Crisis 
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A situation in which the economy of a country experiences a sudden downturn brought on by 
a financial crisis. An economy facing an economic crisis will most likely experience a falling 
GDP, a drying up of liquidity and rising/falling prices due to inflation/deflation. 

GDP 
Stands for gross domestic product, it is the total value of goods produced and services 
provided in a country during a year. Shortly, it is the value of any economic activity within a 
country. It is commonly used to measure a country’s wealth. 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Set by the General Assembly in 2015, it was implemented by the United Nations from 2016. 
There are 17 goals adopted by the United Nations to be met by 2030. The central principle 
being ‘leaving no one behind,’ the goals include everything from the economy, people, and 
animals, to environments. 

UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) 

As United Nations’ global development network, the UNDP puts through actions aimed to 
develop a country along with reference to the 17 sustainable development goals. The UNDP 
mainly focuses on change, connection, knowledge, experience, and resources. 

Debt 

When a government is in a lot of debt, then that government owes a lot of money to other 
countries or the bank. 

Bankruptcy 

When countries or companies are declared incapable of paying the debts. 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE  

Africa is a continent most generally known for the poverty and low quality of living due to 
strong influence of the colonial history which leads to limited employment opportunities, 
poor infrastructure and poor use of resource. Most African countries have historically been 
colonized by other powered countries. As the weaker forces, the African countries have been 
suffering from poverty. 

During most of the colonialism which greatly affected the current poverty-state of African 
countries, the people were taken to the new world and were used as human resources free of 
charge. On the continent of Africa, the European colonies seized land from the Africans to 
establish plantations for the growing of cash crops and pressured these people to work on 
these plantations for a meagre. The African culture was diluted, traditions were taken away 
and the African nations lost the ability to self-develop and self-defend. The partition of 
Africa had created new boundaries which further led to the current conflicts and the 
economic status. Moreover, the slave trade led to the decline of population of the local 
citizens. The European colonies seized the majority of natural resources such as gold, 
diamonds, ivory and agricultural primary products which may have assisted for the poverty-



[Johannesburg Model United Nation 2019] 
[Economic and Social Council]  

 

Research Report | Page 3 of 8  
      

stricken countries to develop. However, the colonialism gave adversity for the nations to 
make use of the resources for development 

The loss of opportunities to self-develop in the African countries primarily due to their 
colonial history is the cause of meagre amount of employment as compared to economically 
stable nations such as USA, China, and India. And this was also the cause of inadequate 
infrastructure in the African countries. Colonialism had failed for job opportunities to 
maintain the cycle of the economy and the easy access to various facilities which are crucial 
to reducing the poverty such as educating facilities and health facilities. 

The UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) has already started to heavily invest 
toward eradication of poverty in Africa through acts and events such as partnering with the 
Access and Delivery in Tanzania and having partnerships in Côte d’Ivoire to improve living 
conditions and fight poverty in the country (Programme d’Appui à la Réduction de la 
Pauvreté – PARP (Poverty Reduction Support Programme). 
 
The 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations emphasized the 
importance of the eradication of poverty of all countries by setting goal number one as ‘no 
poverty’ to reduce poverty everywhere and goal number nine as ‘industry, innovation, and 
infrastructure’ to develop quality and fully support economic development. 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED  

Malawi 

A landlocked country located in south-eastern Africa, has a population of 18,62 million 
(2017, World Bank). The number one poverty-stricken country in the continent of Africa 
with the average GDP per capita of $226. The most affected country by the economic crisis 
with the most suffering citizens from the government’s dept, bankruptcy, and corruption. 

Republic of Burundi (Burundi) 
A landlocked country in the African Great Lakes region of East Africa, has a population of 
10,86 million (2017, World Bank). The number two poverty-stricken country in the continent 
of Africa with the average GDP per capita of $267, with no significant difference with 
Malawi. Hugely affected country by the economic decline with the most suffering citizens 
from the government’s dept and bankruptcy. 

Central African Republic (CAR) 
A landlocked country in Central Africa with the population of 4,659 million (2017, World 
Bank). The number three poverty-stricken country in the continent of Africa with the average 
GDP per capita of $333. The country is severely affected by the economic decline with the 
citizens suffering from the government’s dept and bankruptcy. 

The Gambia 
A small West African country, bounded by Senegal, with a narrow Atlantic coastline with the 
population of 2,101 million (2017, World Bank).The number four poverty-stricken country in 
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the continent of Africa with the average GDP per capita of $371. The country is vastly 
affected by the economic decline with the citizens suffering from the government’s dept and 
bankruptcy. 

The Republic of Niger (Niger) 
A landlocked country in West Africa named after the Niger River with the population of 
21,48 million (2017, World Bank). The number five poverty-stricken country in the continent 
of Africa with the average GDP per capita of $415. The country is affected by the economic 
decline with the citizens suffering from the government’s dept and bankruptcy. 

Liberia  
A country in West Africa, bordering Sierra Leone, Guinea and Côte d'Ivoire with a large 
portion bordering the Atlantic Ocean. Has a population of 4,732 million (2017, World Bank) 
and is the number six poverty-stricken country in the continent of Africa. Has a GDP per 
capita of $454 and citizens are primarily affected by the economic crisis of dept and 
bankruptcy of the government. 

South Africa 

A country located on the very South of the African continent, with access to the South 
Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean. The country neighbours Namibia, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, and Mozambique. Has a GDP per capita of $6,160 and is one of the most 
economically strong and stable country in Africa. 

UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) 
A small West African country, bounded by Senegal, with a narrow Atlantic coastline and a 
population of 2,101 million (2017). As United Nations’ global development network, the 
UNDP puts through actions aimed to develop a country along with reference to the 17 
sustainable development goals. The UNDP mainly focuses on change, connection, 
knowledge, experience, and resources. 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 

1822 The United States colonizes Liberia. 

July 1847 Liberia declares independence. 
 

1891 End of colonialism in Malawi by the British. 
 

1960 End of colonialism in the Central African Republic by the French 
 

1960 The country of Niger gains independence from France. 
 

February 1965 End of colonialism in The Gambia by the British 
 

1966 Malawi becomes a republican country. 
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April 1970 The Gambia forms a republican government. 
 

November 1995 The United Nations Development Programme was founded in 
partnership with Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 
(EPTA) and the Special Fund. 
 

January 2013 By 2013, the UNDP’s budget increased to about 5 billion USD. 
 

January 2016 The United Nation’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals came into 
effect. 
 

January 2018 In 2018, Papua New Guinea’s credit rating had fallen to B2 (Moody’s) 
due to the economic crash. 
 

January 2018 In 2018, Tanzania’s credit rating had fallen to B1 (Moody’s) due to 
the economic crash. 
 

January 2018 In 2018, Cameroon’s credit rating had fallen to B2 (Moody’s) due to 
the economic crash. 
 

January 2018 In 2018, Tunisia’s credit rating had fallen to B2 (Moody’s) and B+ 
(Fitch) due to the economic crash. 
 

January 2018 In 2018, Gabon’s credit rating had fallen to Not Applicable (S&P) and 
Baa1 (Moody’s) due to the economic crash. 
 

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS  

Sustainable Development Goal 1 

The ‘Sustainable Development Goals’ consist of 17 goals that much like the ‘Millennium 
Goals’ set by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1990, targets specified issues that the 
United Nations aims to solve within the given deadlines (2030). In specific, sustainable 
development goal 1 is in regards to ‘no poverty’ and the issue of ensuring the independence 
of African economies from debts and bankruptcy to foster sustainability falls under this 
category as it is in relation to money and poverty.  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-1-no-
poverty.html 

 

Sustainable Development Goal 8 

Sustainable development goal 8 is in regards to ‘decent work and economic growth.’ In other 
words, this goal is set to promote sustained, inclusive, sustainable economic growth, and to 
ensure full and productive employment and decent work for all people. The issue of ensuring 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-1-no-poverty.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-1-no-poverty.html
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the independence of African economies from debts and bankruptcy to foster sustainability 
falls under Gaol 8 as it is in relation to economic stability and growth.  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-8-decent-
work-and-economic-growth.html 

 

Sustainable Development Goal 9 Imp 

Sustainable development goal 9 is in regards to ‘industry, innovation, and infrastructure.’ 
Specifically, it is of promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization, foster innovation, 
and building resilient infrastructure. The issue of ensuring the independence of African 
economies from debts and bankruptcy to foster sustainability falls under this goal 9 because it 
is in relation to ensuring strong economies therefore also ensuring stable and robust industry, 
innovation, and infrastructure.  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-9-industry-
innovation-and-infrastructure.html 

 

Implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary-
General on the causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable 
development in Africa 

One of the United Nations resolution of the general assembly. This resolution tackles the 
various determinants that possibly trigger conflict with the sustainable development in the 
continent of Africa. The resolution calls for the counsel of the secretary-general of whichever 
timeline and it is required for each recognised conflict. 

http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=14O86041375T5.17086&limitbox_2=T
M01+%3D+tm_b01&menu=search&aspect=subtab124&npp=50&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=
bib&ri=3&source=~!horizon&index=.TW&term=Causes+of+Conflict+in+Africa&x=5&y=6
&aspect=subtab124  

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) 

Created by the United Nations World Health Organization, the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration has been signed by over 2000 world leaders in September of 1990. The 
declaration has been signed to eradicate and tackle the issues of hunger, environmental 
degradation, disease, poverty, illiteracy, and gender discrimination. They have been aimed to 
have been completed by the year 2015, but failed to do so. 

The Eight MDG’s are: 
1. to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; 
2. to achieve universal primary education; 
3. to promote gender equality and empower women; 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-8-decent-work-and-economic-growth.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-8-decent-work-and-economic-growth.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-9-industry-innovation-and-infrastructure.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-9-industry-innovation-and-infrastructure.html
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=14O86041375T5.17086&limitbox_2=TM01+%3D+tm_b01&menu=search&aspect=subtab124&npp=50&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=bib&ri=3&source=%7E!horizon&index=.TW&term=Causes+of+Conflict+in+Africa&x=5&y=6&aspect=subtab124
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=14O86041375T5.17086&limitbox_2=TM01+%3D+tm_b01&menu=search&aspect=subtab124&npp=50&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=bib&ri=3&source=%7E!horizon&index=.TW&term=Causes+of+Conflict+in+Africa&x=5&y=6&aspect=subtab124
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=14O86041375T5.17086&limitbox_2=TM01+%3D+tm_b01&menu=search&aspect=subtab124&npp=50&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=bib&ri=3&source=%7E!horizon&index=.TW&term=Causes+of+Conflict+in+Africa&x=5&y=6&aspect=subtab124
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=14O86041375T5.17086&limitbox_2=TM01+%3D+tm_b01&menu=search&aspect=subtab124&npp=50&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=bib&ri=3&source=%7E!horizon&index=.TW&term=Causes+of+Conflict+in+Africa&x=5&y=6&aspect=subtab124
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4. to reduce child mortality; 
5. to improve maternal health; 
6. to combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases; 
7. to ensure environmental sustainability; and 
8. to develop a global partnership for development. 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

Annual reports to the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
A list of countries to be sought by and be watched shall be made and an according protocol 
should be agreed upon the Economic and Social Council. The listed countries are to make 
annual reports regarding the economic status, the credibility rate and needed resources may 
be requested. The council will then discuss and elaborate further on, and consider the 
requests as well. 

Conducting random assessments in the above listed countries 
As mentioned above, the listed countries shall do annual reports of their countries’ and 
governments’ economy. In addition to the reports, these countries will be visited by a United 
Nations approved authority at random points of each year, and be assessed and be recorded of 
their progress and state of the economic status. If abnormalities have been observed, the 
country shall immediately be reported back to the Economic and Social Council. 

Formation of ‘padlocks’ when governments may not expense large amount of money 
without approval of a United Nations committee 

In order to prevent debt and bankruptcy, concerned nations may sign or be forced to sign to 
be a part of a United Nations committee or council which is allocated to determine and 
approve usage of large amounts of money to confirm of the usage and disbar any corruption, 
bribery, and embezzlement. This committee may also potentially provide guidance of the 
usage of the money, misused or not. The definition of this large amount of money is a unit of 
100 million USD and listed countries in the committee shall report the transfer. 
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APPENDIX OR APPENDICES  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html 

The United Nations Development Programme’s official website. This has other additional 
events, promotions, and descriptions to the SDG’s here. 

 

https://countryeconomy.com/ratings 

This is a list of all registered countries with their credit ratings in all three: Moody’s, S&P, 
and Fitch.   

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/business-36608529/the-rise-and-fall-of-african-economies 

This is a video which generally explains the economy of different countries in Africa. 

  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
https://countryeconomy.com/ratings
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/business-36608529/the-rise-and-fall-of-african-economies
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