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INTRODUCTION  

In August 2018, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, received reports that 

indicated that up to one million Uyghur Muslims have been sent to re-education camps in East 

Turkestan by the Chinese government where they are forced to renounce Islamism. Although China 

denies the allegations, there has been substantial evidence of oppressive surveillance against 

individuals who live in East Turkestan. The Uyghurs are a Turkic Muslim ethnic group and there are 

around 11 million of them in the western part of china as well as in some other countries in Asia. 

According to the reports received by the UN, individuals in East Turkestan, especially Uyghurs are 

being detained for engaging in religion. They are sent to detention camps and are forced to 

demonstrate hate towards their own religion by government officials who otherwise torture them. 

As of yet, no country in the world has taken any action that has changed the situation that Uyghur 

Muslims are in. 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS  

Promote 

To support or actively encourage a cause. 

Uyghurs 

Also referred to as Uygurs or Uighurs, they are a Turkic ethnic group who live in East and Central 

Asia. The majority of modern Uyghurs are Muslim, and they are the second largest Muslim ethnicity 

in China following the Hui. 

East Turkestan 

Officially called the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, it is located in the northwest of the People’s 

Republic of China. It is the region in the world where Uyghurs primarily live today. 
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Human Rights 

According to the United Nations, human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of 

religion, language, ethnicity, nationality, gender, race, or any other status. They include the right to 

life and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to 

work and education, and many more. 

Human rights violation 

Human rights violations occur when actions by state or non-state actors, abuse, ignore, or deny 

basic human rights, including civil, political, cultural, social, and economic rights. 

Detention Camps 

Camps with the purpose of imprisoning people, usually in large groups 

The Han 

The Han are an East Asian ethnic group. Over 92% of the population in China is Han. Out of the 

entire world population, 18% are Han Chinese, which is estimated to be 1.3 billion people. 

BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE  

China has the largest irreligious population in the world, and the Chinese government is officially 

atheist. This, however, does not mean that the government is allowed to punish or torture those 

who manifest their own religion in any way. Regrettably it is what has been happening in China 

lately, especially in East Turkestan, where Uyghur Muslims primarily live. The human rights of these 

individuals are being brutally violated as the government has put over a million Uyghurs and other 

Turkic Muslims into concentration camps. They are forced to denounce Islam, adopt atheism and 

pledge allegiance to the Chinese state. While in the internment camps, they are forced to spend 

hours chanting in their crowded cells things like “there is no such thing as religion” or “all hail the 
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Chinese state”. If the detainees disobey or if there is any type of resistance, punishment is used in 

the form of torture, where nails and teeth are pulled out, snakes are used for interrogation, people 

are sterilized or beaten until they are dead. One of the common types of torture being used is 

making them sit on what is called a ‘tiger chair’ where they are clamped down for hours on end, 

often in solitary confinement.  

People, more specifically the Uyghur Muslims, are sent to these camps for simply engaging in 

religion which includes praying, mentioning the word God, fasting, etc. Any type of indication that 

an individual practices religion is enough for them to be imprisoned in one of the camps. 

Furthermore, thousands of people have been transferred from the detention camps to actual 

prisons. Numerous people in China have family members who are put in these camps and after a 

while, are found to be dead. There is not a single Uyghur who does not have at least one family 

member in some form of detention or prison for solely practicing religion. Many do not know if their 

relatives are alive or dead because when they do die, their bodies are not taken to their family but 

rather cremated. This is one of the ways for the Chinese government to hide the evidence of bodies 

coming out of the camps, which does not give us a clear idea of how many people are dying. 

The children of the detainees have been sent to state-run orphanages and boarding schools where 

they are taught to hate their own religion, identity and are forced to speak Chinese, are subject to 

abuse and torture. The parents end up not knowing where their kids are. Most towns and villages in 

East Turkestan are almost empty. Around 75% of the civilians are all gone, in some form of 

detention or prison. Schools and factories are now being transformed into concentration camps. The 

entire nation of East Turkestan has essentially become a dungeon for these people because China 

monitors their every action, even in their own homes. There are millions of Han government officials 

who are living in Uyghur homes to make sure that they are not engaging in religion and to assess 

their political views. 

Practicing Islam is completely banned, even having an Islamic name is considered a crime, forcing 

most Muslims to change their names to an ethnic Han name. Thousands of Uyghur women are also 

forced to marry ethnic Han Chinese men. And this is another way to get rid of the next generation of 

Uyghurs. So, the reason why China is cracking down on Uyghurs and Turkic Muslims specifically is 

because East Turkestan is extremely rich in minerals and resources, so by putting people into camps 

and basically carrying out an ethnic cleansing, China is attempting to maintain tight control over the 

mineral-rich land. Noticeably, the entire world has been silent about this issue due to a few reasons. 

China has tightly controlled its media, so a lot of what is happening cannot be revealed to the rest of 

the world. Even when people or governments do become aware about it, they are forced to remain 
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silent due to Chinese pressure and their economic strategic ties to the country. So, what the rest of 

the world can do at the moment is raise awareness about this issue and pressure their government 

leaders to acknowledge Chinese occupation of East Turkestan and its systematic campaign to wipe 

out the Uyghurs and other people of East Turkestan. In order to challenge China’s ethnic cleansing 

of the Uyghurs, people can also support their local Uyghur communities by coming out to their 

protests and organizing protests in front of Chinese embassies and bodies because they are in dire 

need of international support. 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED  

People’s Republic of China 

China is majorly involved in this issue as it is primarily happening in Xinjiang, an autonomous region 

in northwest China. The Chinese government is the one responsible for putting all Uyghur Muslims 

into concentration camps and torturing them due to their expression of their own religion in 

numerous ways. 

World Uyghur Congress (WUC) 

The World Uyghur Congress is an international organization of exiled Uyghur groups that aspires to 

represent the collective interest of the Uyghur people both inside and outside of the Xinjiang 

Uyghur Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of China. The main objective of WUC is to 

promote the right of the Uyghur people to use peaceful, nonviolent, and democratic means to 

determine the political future of East Turkestan. The WUC participates actively with the UN Human 

Rights Council throughout the year and submits written statements and reports, delivers oral 

statements to plenary sessions, and organizes side events that focus on Chinese human rights 

abuses. The WUC is one of the organizations that can potentially diminish the gravity of this ongoing 

issue by raising awareness about it which will give the Uyghurs more visibility throughout the world. 

The Uyghur American Association (UAA) 

The Uyghur American Association works to promote the preservation and flourishing of a rich 

humanistic and diverse Uyghur culture, and to support the right of the Uyghur people to use 

peaceful, democratic means to determine their own political future. The UAA has founded the 

Uyghur Human Rights Project for the purpose of promoting improved human rights conditions for 

Uyghurs and other indigenous groups in East Turkestan, on the premise that the assurance of basic 

human rights will facilitate the realization of the community’s democratic aspirations.  

United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHRC) 
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As part of the United Nations, this commission has been created to support constitutional 

democracy through promoting, protecting and monitoring the attainment of everyone’s human 

rights. The issue that the Uyghurs are facing in China, and all the other Turkic ethnicities that are 

being tortured for manifesting their own religion, is a human rights violation and it has been 

referred to the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations, so that they can take the necessary 

actions in preventing such violation. 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 

2009 Riots broke out in the capital of Xianjing, after Uyghur protested their treatment by 
the government and the Han majority. 

2014 Chinese officials began using re-education camps in Xianjing. 

2014 China blamed a series of terrorist attacks on radical Uyghur separatists. 

2016/2017 Implementation of repressive policies that have curbed religious freedom and 
increased surveillance of the minority population. 

2018 The UN received reports claiming that over a million Uyghurs were imprisoned in 
east Turkestan. 

 

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS  

European Parliament resolution on Mas arbitrary detention of Uyghurs and Kazakhs in the Xinjiang 

Uyghur Autonomous Region (2018/2863(RSP)) 

This resolution tackles fundamental freedoms, human rights and democracy in general for Uyghurs 

in the Xinjiang Autonomous Region of China. 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

Uyghur Human Rights Project 

The Uyghur Human Rights Project (UHRP) was founded by the Uyghur American Association (UAA) in 

2004 with a supporting grant from the National Endowment for Democracy (NED). UHRP’s mission is 

to promote human rights and democracy for the Uyghur people, and to raise awareness of human 

rights abuses that occur in East Turkestan, referred to by the Chinese authorities since 1995 as the 

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR). 

UN calls on China to free Uyghurs from detention camps 
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The United Nations Human Rights experts have expressed deep concern over the Chinese political 

internment camps for Uyghur Muslims and they called for the immediate release of those detained, 

if they do not have a legal ground to be imprisoned.  

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

Raise awareness about the issue 

In order for other governments, and the entire world to become aware about this current issue, 

awareness needs to be raised through the media including newspapers, TV, social media, etc. 

Send UN peacekeeping forces to East Turkestan to monitor the Chinese government actions 

The United Nations can send peacekeeping forces to East Turkestan not necessarily to free Uyghur 

Muslims from detention camps since there is an estimation of 1 million, but to monitor the actions 

taken by the Chinese government to prevent more Uyghurs from getting sent to re-education 

camps. This will make it easier for the UN to eventually stop the human rights violations in the 

camps as they will not be receiving any new Muslims.  
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APPENDIX OR APPENDICES  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-45474279 
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-45474279
https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/
https://uyghuramerican.org/

	INTRODUCTION
	DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS
	BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE
	MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED
	TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS
	RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS
	PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE
	POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
	WORKS CITED
	APPENDIX OR APPENDICES

