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INTRODUCTION  

The Rohingya refugee crisis refers to the mass migration of thousands of people of Rohingya 

ethnicity from Myanmar (also known as Burma) and Bangladesh in 2015. Out of the people who 

fled, most travelled to Southeast Asian countries including Malaysia, Indonesia via the waters of 

the Strait of Malacca and the Andaman Sea.  

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR) estimates that 25,000 people have 

been taken to boats from January to March in 2015 by human traffickers. There are reports claiming 

that, while on their journey, around 100 people died in Indonesia, 200 in Malaysia and 10 in 

Thailand, after the traffickers abandoned them at sea. Statistics have shown that around 3000 

refugees have either been rescued or reached the shore, however more people are trapped in boats 

that have little food or water. Some southeast Asian countries have set up refugee camps for 

Rohingya refugees, however they are relatively of poor quality and standard of living, let alone 

sufficient provision of education to children and young adults among the refugees. The Rohingya 

ethnicity had been a victim of increasing "ghettoization, sporadic massacres, and restrictions on 

movement", emphasized by an official report regarding leaked government documents In October 

2015.  

 The problem with inadequate education cannot be overlooked. These Rohingya refugees, whose 

primary concern is survival and protection, cannot pay much attention to education. However, with 

little to no education, the childhood of Rohingya children will be wasted cruelly, while the young 

adults can only involve themselves in low-skilled and low-paid jobs, with which they find difficult to 

earn a living. The lack of education may as well lead to a general lower well-being and quality of life, 

in some cases even affecting the ability to think rationally and make proper decisions. Among the 

Rohingya crisis, neighbouring countries have expressed concern to the potential harm that refugees 
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can bring about, such as the open problem with the correlation between the increased terrorist 

attacks and the recent migrant crisis in Europe. As for the Rohingya crisis, Burmese governments 

and locals also fear the potential revenge by the Rohingyas. Only with sufficient knowledge and 

education, can they truly distinct from what’s substantially right or wrong.   

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS  

Refugee Crisis 

Refugee crisis can refer to large groups of displaced people seeking security for living and even job 
opportunities, who could be either internally displaced persons, refugees or other migrants, the 

incidents in their country of origin, most often caused by war, famine, or lack of basic needs for 

survival in the country of origin. It could also relate to problems while on the move, or it can refer to 

problems in the hosting countries after arrival involving large groups of displaced persons, asylum 

seekers or refugees.  

Rohingya ethnicity  

The Rohingya people are a stateless Indo-Aryan-speaking people of Muslim religion from Rakhine 

State, Myanmar. There were an estimated 1 million Rohingya living in Myanmar before the 2016–17 

crisis. The UN reported that an estimated 603,000 refugees from Rakhine, Myanmar had crossed the 

border into Bangladesh since August 25, 2017. 

Religious conflicts 

Conflicts and vast disagreements caused primarily by the differences in religion. 

Ethnic cleansing and genocide  

A purposeful policy designed by one ethnic or religious group to remove by violent and terror-
inspiring means the civilian population of another ethnic or religious group from certain geographic 

areas (United Nations Commission of Experts). 

2012 Rakhine Riots  

A major conflict occurred on 8 June 2012 between local Rakhine Buddhists and Rohingya Muslim. 

The military interfered, helping the locals targeting against the Rohingya Muslims, causing more 

than 150 death in total from both sides and more than 100,000 Rohingya Muslims were displaced.  

2016 Rohingya persecution in Myanmar  

 A major crackdown carried out by Burmese military forces and police on Rohingya 

people in Rakhine State in the country's north-western region. This was in response to attacks on 

Burmese border posts in October 2016 by unidentified insurgents. The Burmese military have been 

accused of wide-scale human rights violations. The death of Rohingya people in the conflict was over 

1000. 

2017 Rohingya persecution in Myanmar  

Myanmar military forces and local Buddhist extremists carried out atrocities included attack on 

Rohingya people and locations, looting and burning down Rohingya villages, mass killing of Rohingya 

civilians, gang rapes, and other sexual violence, responsible for more than 10,000 death. The 2017 

Rohingya persecution was termed and categorized as ethnic cleansing and genocide. 
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BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE  

The Rohingya people are a Muslim minority group residing in the western state of Rakhine, 

Myanmar, formerly known as Arakan. The religion of this ethnic group is a sub-branch of the Sunni 

religion. On the other hand, the dominant religion among the population of Myanmar is Buddhism, 

thus creating an everlasting conflict between Buddhism and Muslim, as the Myanmar government 

and people consider the Rohingya people as inferior and do not accept them as legal citizens of 

Myanmar. Since the Myanmar government does not recognize them as an ethnic group, the 

Rohingya people are considered “stateless entities”. The Rohingya people therefore lack legal 

protection from the Government of Myanmar, and are regarded as refugees from Bangladesh, 

facing strong hostility in the country. The Rohingya people have been described as one of the most 

persecuted people on earth. The Rohingya often try to enter Southeast Asian states illegally and 

request humanitarian support from host countries. 

According to historians, Rohingya have been living in Arakan (now known as Rakhine) from time 

immemorial." During the British colonization of Myanmar (then Burma) between 1824 and 1948, a 

great number of laborers migrated from Myanmar to India and Bangladesh. After the independence 

of Myanmar in 1948, the government declared this migration illegal. Citizenship was denied to the 

Rohingya population. The Rohingya were excluded from the Union Citizenship Act. In 1982, a new 

citizenship law was passed that also did not include Rohingya in the list of country's 135 ethnic 

groups. The law established three levels of citizenship, the most basic level, naturalization, requiring 
proof of family living in Myanmar prior to 1948. The Rohingya generally lacked such documents as 

their family were initially denied citizenship. In the 1970s, the Myanmar military began a campaign 

of brutal crackdowns in Rohingya villages, forcing the Rohingya population to flee Myanmar. Many 

Rohingya migrated illegally to predominantly Buddhist Bengali villages. 

According to Reuters, more than 140,000 of the estimated 800,000 to 1,100,000 Rohingya have 

been forced to seek refuge in displacement camps after the 2012 Rakhine State riots, where a major 

conflict occurred between local Rakhine Buddhists and Rohingya Muslim. The military interfered, 

helping the locals targeting against the Rohingya Muslims. With little weaponry and humanitarian 

support, the Rohingya people had little resistance and power against the Myanmar army. To escape 

the systemic violence and persecution in Myanmar, an estimated 100,000 people have since fled the 

camps established in Myanmar. 

After the 2012 riots, there have been several persecutions and military crackdowns targeting the 

Rohingya people (especially in 2016 and 2017). 

In late May, 2015, about 3,000 - 3,500 Rohingya refugees traveling to other countries in Southeast 
Asia, from Myanmar and Bangladesh, had been rescued, or had swum to shore — while several 
thousand more were believed to be trapped with little food or water on the boats floating at sea.  

Bangladesh is home to more than 600,000 registered Rohingya refugees who are sheltering in two 
camps in the southeastern district of Cox’s Bazar. It was estimated that another 200,000 
unregistered Rohingya refugees were living in Bangladesh, most of them near the two official camps.  

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED  

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

UNHCR has played a significant role in the Rohingya Crisis since the start of the crisis, by encouraging 

countries to abide by the 1951 Geneva Convention to provide legal protection to the refugees 
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seeking asylum in the various South east Asian countries, as well as providing humanitarian aids to 

several refugee camps situated in Bangladesh and Myanmar.  

Myanmar (formerly Burma) 

The origin of Rohingya people, who lived in the Rakhine area of Myanmar. Ever since the 

independence of the country Myanmar, it has denied citizenship to the Rohingya Muslims. 

Persecutions of Rohingya ethnicity, and riots and conflicts caused by religious clashes of different 

scales have not been appeased till nowadays, causing more than 1,000,000 Rohingya people 

displaced in total.  

Bangladesh  

Thousands of Rohingya refugees arrived at Bangladesh seeking asylum. The Bangladeshi 

Government announced plans to relocate the 32,000 registered Rohingya refugees who have spent 

years in camps near the Myanmar border (the 200,000 unregistered other refugees were not 

officially part of the government's relocation plan.) Initially, an island called Thengar Char was 

selected for the relocation. Mohammad Islam, a Rohingya leader living in one of the camps, insisted 

the Bangladesh government and international organizations to reconsider the relocation plans and 

to solve the Rohingya's future while they remain the current camps, taking into account the 

extensive suffering already endured by the displaced Rohingyas. The UN refugee agency that has 

been aiding the camp refugees, since 1991, said such a relocation would have to be voluntary if it is 

to succeed. 

Malaysia 

Malaysia had at first refused to provide refuge to the people reaching its shore but agreed to 

"provide provisions and send them away". Malaysia and Indonesia later agreed to provide 

temporary refuge to the Rohingya. 

Indonesia 

Indonesia, concurrent with Malaysia, agreed to provide temporary refuge to the Rohingya. However, 

they believed only 30 to 40 percent of those at sea were Rohingya, with the remainder mostly being 

Bangladeshi "illegal labourers." 

Philippines 

In 2015, the Philippines government affirmed that they will provide shelter for up to 3,000 "boat 

people" from Myanmar and Bangladesh. As a signatory to the 1951 Convention relating to the 

Status of Refugees, the country abides by the rules of international law and will provide assistance 

to refugees. 

India 

India refused to let the Rohingya refugees enter their country because it posed national security 

threats as well as religious conflicts. However, it was found that around 40,000 Rohingya's 

immigrants have taken sheltered in India. On September 7, 2017 junior Home Minister declared that 

all the Rohingya refugees are illegal immigrants and will be deported back. The statement invited 

criticism from United Nations. On Sept 10, 2017, the Indian government on request of Bangladesh 

urged Myanmar to end violence, to restore normalcy in the State, and to "act restraint" with the 

issue in the Rakhine state, as many refugees flee to the neighbouring countries. The government 

and people of India consider Rohingya refugees will add economic pressure on Indian populace and 

can pose a security threat to an already existing militancy situation prevailing in India. Rohingya 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia


Johannesburg Model United Nation 2018 
Advisory Panel  

 

Research Report | Page 5 of 10  
      

Refugees have also been denied bare necessities like medical care and access to school. In 2017, the 

Government of India began "Operation Insaniyat" as Humanitarian aid to Bangladesh Government 

to manage the huge Rohingya refugee influx. Indian foreign ministry stated that India will provide 

free food materials, tea, mosquito nets and technical assistance to thousands of Rohingya refugees 

in Bangladesh.  

United States  

The number of Rohingya refugees in the U.S. has increased significantly since 2014. In 2015, the 

number of Refugees from Myanmar jumped from 650 to 2,573. Another 2,173 Rohingya refugees 

arrived in 2016. President Obama removed the sanctions originally imposed on Myanmar which 

enabled the U.S. to help more refugees.  

 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 

1824 - 1948 
Mass Rohingya laborers migrated from Myanmar to India and 

Bangladesh. 

1948 -  Independence of Myanmar. The government declared the above 
migration illegal. Citizenship was denied to the Rohingya population. 

The Rohingya were excluded from the Union Citizenship Act.  

1970s The Myanmar military began a campaign of brutal crackdowns in 

Rohingya villages, forcing the Rohingya population to flee Myanmar.  

1982 A new citizenship law was passed in Myanmar that also did not include 

Rohingya in the list of country's 135 ethnic groups. 

8 June 2012 2012 Rakhine State Riots broke out (see background and key terms) 

Late 2012  Due to the riots, more than 90,000 Rohingya people were displaced by 

the violence, many Rohingya were placed in internment camps, and 

along with later refugees, more than 120,000 remain housed there. 

22 May, 2015 The Myanmar navy rescued 208 migrants at sea. These came from 

Bangladesh. Following this incident, nationalist protests erupted in the 

capital, calling for the international community to stop blaming 

Myanmar for the Rohingya crisis, since Bangladesh was unwilling to 

receive and provide shelter for Rohingya refugees. 

24 May, 2015 Malaysian police discovered 139 suspected graves of Rohingya refugees 

in a series of abandoned camps used by human traffickers on the 

border with Thailand. 

Late May, 2015 about 3,000 - 3,500 Rohingya refugees traveling to other countries in 

Southeast Asia, from Myanmar and Bangladesh, had been rescued, or 

had swum to shore. 

September, 2015 More than 40 Rohingya were massacred in the village of Du Chee Yar 

Tan by local men. 

2015 -  Since 2015, several South-east Asian countries as well as oversea 

countries began gradually providing shelters for Rohingya refugees. 

October 2016  A major crackdown carried out by Burmese military forces and police 

on Rohingya people in Rakhine State in the country's northwestern 

region. This was in response to attacks on Burmese border posts in 
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October 2016 by unidentified insurgents. The Burmese military have 

been accused of wide-scale human rights violations. 

Death: 1000+ 

25 August, 2017 The atrocities carried out by Myanmar military forces and 

local Buddhist extremists included attack on Rohingya people and 

locations, looting and burning down Rohingya villages, mass killing of 

Rohingya civilians, gang rapes, and other sexual violence. 

Death: 10,000+ 

25 August, 2017 603,000 refugees from Rakhine, Myanmar had crossed the border into 

Bangladesh. 

7 September, 

2017  

The Indian government refused to accept refugees and decided to 
deport them back, which invited criticism from UN.  

September 2017 the Permanent Peoples' Tribunal, a United Nations-backed international 

court based in Bologna, Italy, found Myanmar guilty of genocide against 

the Rohingya people. 

5 December 2017 The passing of the resolution in Human Rights Council (A/HRC/RES/S-

27/1) 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

RELEVANT UN RESOLUTIONS, TREATIES, AND EVENTS  

The United Nations and its range of sub-departments, such as the UNHCR, play a significant role in 

trying to resolve the refugee crisis caused by religious clashes. It promotes countries to cooperate 

together and provide basic humanitarian aid to these Rohingya refugees.  

Judgment of the People’s Tribunal on Myanmar, September 2017 

The Permanent People’s Tribunal, supported by the United Nations, found Myanmar guilty of 

carrying out massive genocide against Rohingya ethnicity.  

Consultations with Myanmar by the Special Advisor on the Rohingya Crisis, 20 June 2012 

Council members were briefed in consultations on Myanmar by the Special Adviser to the Secretary-

General on Myanmar, Vijay Nambiar, who had recently returned from a visit to the country. Nambiar 

attended the Peace Donor Support Group, established by Norway to work with the government of 

Myanmar and other partners. Council members were updated on the recent troubles in the western 

Rakhine State, where the communal violence between the ethnic Rakhine Buddhists and Rohingya 
Muslims has led to a humanitarian crisis. 

Brief address on the migrant crisis in Southeast Asia, 28 May 2015 
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High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein briefed Council members via video 

teleconference on the human rights situation in Myanmar, in particular on the Rohingya and the 
related migration crisis in Southeast Asia. 

Briefing by the High Commissioner of Refugees, 31 October 2017 

Call for all member states to come together and come up with solutions to help alleviate the crisis. 

(S/PRST/2017/22) Security Council (2017) 

A presidential statement on the human rights situation in Rakhine, further stating the stances the 

United Nations is taking.  

(A/RES/66/230) General Assembly(2012) 

Situation of human rights in Myanmar  

 (A/RES/69/248) General Assembly (2015)  

Situation of human rights in Myanmar  

(A/HRC/RES/S-27-1) Human Rights Council (2017) 

Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar, condemning the 

human rights abuse and the attack on Burmese military, as well as calling upon the government of 

Myanmar to take measures and responsibility of the matter.  

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

(A/HRC/RES/S-27-1) Human Rights Council (2017) 

In this resolution regarding human rights violation in Myanmar, there are several measures taken to 

address the issue: condemning the government of Myanmar for the violence, urging the 

government of Myanmar as well as international community to further provide legal protection and 

deliver humanitarian aids to refugees across south-east Asian countries.  

Adopted by a recorded vote of 33 to 3, with 9 abstentions.  

Within this resolution, it is mentioned that since Myanmar denies citizenship to Rohingya Muslims, 

they are also restricted to access education, the United Nations calls upon the government of 

Myanmar to grant equal access to education, even for non-citizens (operative clause 15) 

The Union Enterprise Mechanism for Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement, and Development in 

Rakhine (“The Union Enterprise Mechnism”) 

This Burmese-government-established enterprise is to ensure the humanitarian assistance to the 

people living in Rakhine as well as delivering support for the safety of return of displaced refugees, 

also allowing UN agencies to operate with full access in Rakhine State.  

Thematic debate in the General Assembly(2009) 

This debate addresses the topic of education in emergencies as a whole, specifically includes: 

Improving infrastructure, investment, as well as restoring sense of stability.  
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) establish a committee that aims at discussing and 

evaluating the education programs during and after the Rohingya Crisis  

The topics discussed and evaluated not only covers the emergency educational programs but also 

post-crisis transition programs.  

Further humanitarian assistance by United Nations, esp. UNHCR  

The United Nations, and its sub-branches, including UNHCR, should continue to provide 

humanitarian aid to refugee camps in Bangladesh, Myanmar and other developing countries who 

provided asylum to the Rohingya refugees.  

Calls upon international communities and governments to donate both financial and provisional 

aid, especially funding all kinds of organizations involving education  

Based on each individual’s financial situation, countries and communities should donate financial 

aids that help support the establishment of basic education within the refugee camps, as well as 

providing materials such as textbooks, and other stationaries to the children and young adults that 

lack education.  

Urge the government of Myanmar to grant equal citizenship and related rights to Rohingya 

Muslims  

This will address the root of the conflict between Rohingya Muslims and Burmese people. Granting 

citizenship means that Rohingya people will be able to access or public services, including education.  

Grant free access or subsidy to local public schools for the Rohingya children and young adults 

The countries that provide asylum and legal protection to the Rohingya refugees should allow them 

to participate in educational institutions that they deserve without any obstacle.  

International funding for Rohingya-cultured schools in countries that provide shelters for massive 
Rohingya immigrants 

The United Nations, as well as international communities, should provide funding for schools that 

specially targets at the displaced Rohingya children and young adults. This not only solves the 

problem of education for these refugees, but also in a way maintains the culture of Rohingya 

people. The schools should both recruit sophisticated Rohingya teachers that knows the culture 
best, as well as local teachers from countries of destination who are willing and capable of teaching.  

Establish an international volunteer team of teachers that is led by UNICEF and UNHCR  

The volunteers around the globe who are willing to teach various subjects in refugee camps in South 

East Asian countries can tackle the problem of the shortage of human resources. These volunteers 

will be replaced every certain period of time depending on the number of volunteers and the 
situation.  

Continue funding the podcast series “Beyond School Books” by UNICEF 

This series spread awareness around the global about education programs in emergencies such as 

humanitarian crises. The series could also report about the problem of lack of education in the 

Rohingya crisis, thus gaining support around the globe.  

Full support the Peace Support Donor Group and the “Union Enterprise Mechanism”  
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Funding the Peace Support Donor Group established by Norway and the Union Enterprise 

Mechanism by Myanmar will definitely improve the humanitarian situation of the Rohingya Crisis.  
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APPENDIX OR APPENDICES  

Various decisions and details about the tribunal on Myanmar including an account on what 

happened in the Rohingya crisis: 

https://tribunalonmyanmar.org/ 

Presidential statement of the security council, addressing the human rights violation in Myanmar 

and made several advises and calls upon the international community: 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_prst_2017_22.pdf 

Resolution regarding the violation of human rights and several measures taken to address the 

Rohingya crisis. that is passed in the Human Rights Council: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SpecialSessions/Session27/Pages/27thSpecialSession.asp

x  

Resolutions in the general assembly on the situation of human rights in Myanmar from 2011 – 2017 

(exc. 2016): 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=%20A/RES/66/230 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/233 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/242 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/69/248 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/72/248 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/233 

Reports of the situation of the Rohingya crisis and actions made by the UNHCR:  

http://www.unhcr.org/afr/search?query=rohingya%20crisis 

Reports from UNICEF on “Beyond School Books” in emergency situations: 

https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/index_41488.html 

https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/index_41823.html 

2010 Global: Progress Evaluation of the UNICEF Education in Emergencies and Post-crisis Transition 

Programme: 

https://www.unicef.org/evaldatabase/index_58797.html 

Report on the debate of education in emergencies in the General Assembly: 

https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/index_48797.html 
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