
  

 

Dear AISJ Community,  
 
As the 2017/18 academic year draws to a close, the Board spent time at a dedicated session in May reflecting on the successes 
and challenges of the past year. 
 
At the beginning of the year, we set ourselves 3 goals: 
 

• To refine and document the Board's Communication Strategy with the AISJ Community 

• To establish a succession plan to ensure a highly qualified School Director is in place for the 2020/21 school year 

• To proactively investigate potential cost savings measures and growth initiatives that could be acted upon, if necessary, 
to ensure the future financial sustainability of the School. 
 

A survey was sent out in October to parents, faculty and operational staff to ascertain communication needs regarding Board 
matters and preferred means of communication. After analyzing the survey results, the Board revised its communication strategy 
accordingly. We are fully aware of how important good communication is to ensure that the AISJ Community remains well 
informed on relevant issues.  
 
As we informed the AISJ Community on May 5, 2018, we will be looking for a new School Director to take over from Dr. Andy’s 
capable and successful leadership in July 2020. To this end, a comprehensive search process has already started.  The Search 
Committee, chaired by Board Director Aliya Masood, will be regularly updating the community on the progress of the search from 
August 2018 until the appointment of a new School Director.  The search process will be an inclusive and transparent one; we 
are hoping for input and participation from all stakeholders of the AISJ Community to ensure that the next AISJ School Director 
is the best fit to lead our School on its ensuing journey. 
 
The financial sustainability of the school is consistently at the forefront of the work of the Board and much work was carried out 
this year in reviewing and assessing cost savings measures and growth initiatives. We are very grateful to Dr. Andy and his 
Leadership Team for the time invested in assessing where savings could be made.  We will continue our efforts in 2108/2019 to 
research potential growth initiatives to ensure a secure future for AISJ. 
 
The new school year will be an exciting one for the Pretoria Campus – not only do we welcome a new Principal, Dr. Amy Parish, 
but building is scheduled to commence on the much-needed multi-purpose center, a state-of-the-art, versatile building which will 
be used for indoor sports, drama performances, assemblies and much more.   We are currently awaiting final documentation 
needed for council planning permission. 
 
In April, the Board held an evening of discussions on learning, which was well attended by students, parents, faculty, and 
leadership. Please find attached a summary of the event, the takeaways of the evening and a description of the steps being 
implemented to follow up on the evening’s input.   
 
We would like to wish our faculty and all AISJ families a safe and happy holiday. Farewell, and good luck to those families moving 
on to new adventures. Thank you to the many AISJ staff members who will continue to work extremely hard in both Johannesburg 
and Pretoria over the break. We are very grateful to all of you for your hard work and dedication.  
 
See you in August! 
 
Kelly Neumann 
AISJ Board Chair 


